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‘TRANSMISSION OF THE ReerstER. We have griev 


wine 


-]Del. who, the National Intelligencer says, it was 


ous complaints from sundry places in Virginia, and| understood would have voted with the majority. 
from some in Louisjana, of: the non arrival of the| Foreign relutions.—Some surprise has been ex- 


ReeistEr, while at other offices in these states eve 


-| pressed because the committee on foreign relations 


ry number seems to be received. They are all| have not yet made any report on the subject of our 
packed alike, and atthe same time. We cannot| affairs with Spain—but we think that the committcre 
remedy the evil, unless when gentlemen complain| has acted wisely in waiting for events. It is now 
they would be so obliging as to endeavor 10 point|said that the expected minister from Spain, Gen. 
out the reason of it—then an appeal may be made} Veves, was on his way to Madrid, to receive his in- 


to the post master general to have the cause remov 
ed, which he will do, if he can. Going eastward 


-|structions. But we do not calculate on this. 
»| Foreign news.—No arrivals, bringing news, since 


this paper is received at many of the most distant] our last, except a confirmation of the report, that 


offices for years, almost without a solitary failure. 


2 English line of battle ships, 1 frigate and 1 sioop 


Our exchange list is exceedingly burthensome as | of war, and a Russian squadron of 1 frigate and 3 
well as expensive Many publishers who receive |corvettes, were at Rio Janeiro; at which place ajso 


the Register must be sensible that their papers can 


-|a French squadron was said to be expected. What is 


not be of any use to us, yet we have exchanged | the meaning of these things? 
with all that have promised to pay the difference of| The Venezuelian brig Libertador, capt. Chitty, of 
price, but this promise has, in many cases, been|22 guns, has been captured as a prize and carrie: 


neglected. Another reduction of the exchange |into Kingston, Jam. by a Bristish sloop of war. 
list will be made at the close of the volume, which | Libertador was taken without resistance. 


ends with this month. 


‘he 


opVhe Richmond Enquirer says “Mr. Niles 





The documents.—The present session ef congress} should never stickle again for the constitution when 
has been very productive of what are called docu-jhe abandons it on the Missouri question.” Such is 
ments, and we must give much credit to the present | Mr. Ritchie’s opinion,—-and for his opinions, gene- 
printers, Messrs. Gales &# Seaton, for the accuracy !rally, I have much respect; but I respect my own 
and promptitude with which they have performed |a little more than I do his, and must act upon them 
’ their part relating thereto. Several heavy articles|at discretion, whether they are agreeable to Mr. 
furnished to congress are waiting room for inser-| Ritchie’s or not. 
tion—and, by abstract and extract, or condensa-| We made a mistake in our last paper, in saying 
tion, we shall endeavor to preserve all the facts|that the resolutions which we reprehended, had 


belenging to those not given to our readers entire 


,| passed the legislature of Virginia—even in the face 


which can be useful for reference. See “Statistical|of our own record of the transaction. They only 


Articles.” 


passed the house of delegates—a substitute for them 


Tue Missouri question. The National Intelli- |is before the senate. 
gzencer concluded, on ‘tuesday last, a sketch ofthe| Tur nxerorr counrrovus. Though I regulariy 
debate that took place in the senate, on the propo-|receive the “Port Foxr1o” in semi-annual vo- 
sition of Mr. oderts to separate the question on the |lumes, it is rarely, indeed, since it came under 
admission of Maine from that on the admission of|the management of its present royal editor, Mr. 


Missouri, with the nature of which our readers are 


Hall, that Ido any thing more with it than look at 


already fully informed. In this debate, the merits of|the pictures it contains and put it on the shelf, ‘in 
the main question at issue were very slightly touch-| goodly row,” to rest there in peace—and this indif- 
ed. Those who were inthe majority contended, |ference has been chiefly brought about by a Kknow- 
that each ofthem presented themselves on the same |ledge of the fuct, that Mr. Hallis so «choke full” cf 


principle, and should both be admitted in the same 


England and royalty, {that, like the old Scotch par- 


manner. This proposition was denied by the mi-json, who even when exhorting his hearers to charity 
nority, and they instanced the case of Kentucky and} was sure to have a “whack at the pope,” he 
Vermont, which were both admitted atthe same ses-| would desire to introduce them into a description 


sion but with separate bills—and they also said that 


of the “bridge no bridge”’ which they talk of build- 


the circumstances of the two were materially dif-{ing from Windmill island to the Jersey shore, op- 


ferent, even as to their boundaries, and in many 


posite Philadelphia:*—Hence I dic not known that 


other particulars. We shall reserve our room for| Mr. Hall had noticed me in his last volume, until a 


some of the chief speeches on the main question— 
but, from the disposition that appears to prevail in 
congress to make speeches—it seems probable 


that it would occupy at least a complete volume of 


the Rreisrenr to give the whole! Two or three on 
a side, will contain nearly all that will be said, or 
can be said, without pure repetition, on the subject, 
and we shall not give any more. 

: It will be seen by the vote in the senate, that 
it has been determined, 27 to 16, that it is uncon- 
stitutional or inexpedient, or both, in the opinion 
of that body, to impose restrictions on the people 
of Missouri, as a condition of their admission into 
the union, in regard to the intreduction of slaves. 


All the senators were present except Mr. Horsey, of 
y OL. XVIlI.———27, 


friend directed my attention toit. ThenI opened 
the book—the first article that attracted my notice 
was a gravely written thing of considerable length 
in favor of the Le@iTIMacy OF KINGS—the next, a 





*There isalong bar of sand or mud in the Dela- 
ware opposite Philadelphia, a small part of which 
only appears at high water, and round the head of 
which the numerous ferry boats have to go when 
the tide is out,making the passage to or from Jersey 
very tedious. The project which has been called 
“bridge no bridge,” is to erect a bridge from the 
Sersey shore tothe island—a subject of much dis- 
enon at Philadelphia, and in the Jegisl:ture of 
Pennsylvania. 
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rude attack upoh myself, ironically calling me “the 
patriotic Mr. Niles” and making it out as though it 
were an act of patriotism to misrepresent a fact—a 
fact too, which [ had derived from repeated asser- 
- tions in the Philadelphia newspapers, and which, 
to the extent that it was meant to convey an idea, I 
verily believe is yet true! Now, there is a consisten- 
cy hereia thatI dearly love, and Mr. Hall certainly 
deserves credit for this quality. It never has en- 
tered into my calculation, thata native American 
who is an advocate for the doctrine of legitimacy in 
kings, could be my friend. Mr. Hall too, is as modest 
as he is consistent—for, having lately given us a fac 
simile ofa letter written by general Wasutneroy,he 
caused his own hand writing and name to be copi- 
ed on the margin, that posterity, holding dear as a 
relict the formof writing used by the father of his 
country, may also have the inexpressible satisfac- 
tion of knowing that John E. Hall had been at 
‘school and learnt to write a legible hand! But the 
moment I saw it, [ felt it right to disappoint him by 
cutting it off.—Let there be a place for every 
thing, and every thing in its place,” said Franklin. 








The Public Lands. 


A letter from the secretary of the treasury to the 
speaker of the house, of representatives, dated the 
2ist ult. shews the number of acres of land sold 
at the different land offices, from their institution 
to the 30th Sept. 1819—the amount of moneys 
accruing and moneys received from such sales, and 
the sums remaining due, &c. The following ab- 
stract may serve all common purposes, 





Lands sold north-west of the river Ohio, from the year 


1800 to Sept. 30, 1819 acres 12,239,815 
Amount sold for dolls 26,492,261 
Lands reverted acres 649,058 





Receipts by receivers 
For purchase money $16,679,405 54 
forfeitures | 306,282 49 
dolls 16,985,688 0S 
Balances unpaid do 7,648,423 84 
Lands, &c. west of the Mississippi. 


Acres sold (1819) 1,135,424 
Amount sold for dolls 3,036,246 34 
Lands reverted acres 74,532 





Receipts by receivers 
For purchase money § 833,541 03 
forfeitures 17,166 34 
dolis 850,707 37 
Balances unpaid do 2,219,871 64 
Lands in Misstssippi and Alabama.—sales commenc- 
ing in 1807. 


Acres sold 4,792,156 
Amount sold for dolls 17,656,549 47 
Lands reverted acres 339,766 





Receipis by receivers 
For purchase money 
forfeitures 


5,577,057 63 

106,596 19 
dolls 5,683,453 82 

Palances unpaid do 12,132,362 16 

Of the balances due, it is estimated that one 
fourth is payable in each of the years of 1820, 1821, 
1822 and 1823. But the many special acts of con- 
. gress to procrastinate payments, renders the re- 
ceipts uncertain. 

During the year 18204t is supposed that the 
sales of public lands in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois 
will be “considerable.”—In the states of Mississippi 
and Alabama, and in the districts west of the Mis- 
sissippi, the receipts are not expected tobe so 


A FEW GENERAL REMARRS, 
The public lands of the United States, from their 
richness and extent, are justly entitled tothe at. 
tention of the nation, and the policy with which 


they-are disposed of, is worthy the consideration of 


our most profound statesmen. They afford a vast 
resource of the most solid nature, and constitute a 
large part of.the wealth of the republic. There 
have been extensive gamblings in them, as well as 
inour banks—the same spirit to make a fortune. at 
once, has prevailed in respect to them, no matter 
who suffered; but asin the other case, the suffering 
fell upon innocent labor, and prevented many poor 
men from advancing tlieir fortunes by honest indus- 
try so rapidly as they might have done, but for the 
monopolies of certain capitalists or gamblers with- 
out capital—for, as banks have been established on 
asum of money sufficient to pay for engraving the 
plates and to purchase the paper for notes, &c.—so 
men,who could by any means obtain cash enough to 
meet the first payment, have purchased lands 
sufficient for a German principality—and then, if 
they could not sell to advantage before the second 
payment became due, they united their strength 
and have teazed congress into numberless special 
acts to procrastinate’the periods of their contracts; 
and this has been done so often that it seems only 
necessary to ask for an extension of credit and re- 
ceive it—which is, in a fact, to offer a bounty to spe- 
culation. 

The defects and difficulties of the present sys- 
tem have long been acknowledged, and it was at 
one time thought that the important bill intreduced 
by Mr .Morrew into the senate of the United States, 
requiring cash payments for the public lands, 
would have been passed into a law. “This might 
have checked emigration, but would have introduc- 
ed into the new states and territories a much larg- 
3 proportion of the most valuable classes of set- 
ers. 

We hope that some modification of the system 
may take place, and believe that the following 
scheme might meet the views of all persons for 
whom the government ought to have any regard: 

Let there be two classes of purchasers of the 
public lands, settlers and non settlers. ‘The first 
to be entitled to credit, the otherto pay down the 
amount of the purchase money at once. 

As asettler, no person shall be allowed to pur- 
chase more than a section, or 640 aeresof land, to 
be paid for } in cash, and the balance in. three an- 
nual payments, with the understanding, that these 
periods cannot be extended. On making the se- 
cond payment, and in each year thereafter until the 
payments are completed, he shall afford sufficient 
proof to the Receiver of public monies that his 
place of residence is upon the said tract of land— 
that it is bona fide held for his owa use, and make 
«ffidavit _that he is not owner or part owner, of any 
land or lands, exceeding the amount of 640 acres, 
sold by the United States, on which the purchase 
money has not been paid. And, before any person 
shall be entitled to a credit upon land, be shall file 
a declaration, thathe is not at that time, directly or 
indirectly interested as owner of any lands, purchas- 
ed by himself or others of the United States, on 
which the purchase money, has not been paid, and 
that itis his intention to settle upon the tract now 
entered to his name, within twelve months thereaf- 
ter. The best possible testimony may be required 
by the Receiver as to the facts stated, under suitable 
penalties for frauds inthe premises. All individuals 
or companies who cannot subscribe this declara- 





great. 


j tien, or purchasing more than 640 acres, to pay the 
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whole purchase money at thé time and place of 
sale. 

The amount of the monies now owing to the 
United States for lands—almast twenty three mil- 
tions of doliars, imperiously demands the adoption of 
measures, at least to prevent an increase of the sum 
---and we presume that this may be accomplished, 
without detriment to those whose interest it is the 
duty of a paternal government to guard. 

It is also the dictates of a sound policy we appre- 
hend, to presenta check to the greater spread of 
our population for sometime to come, by refusing 
to open new offices in new territories. ‘fhe vacant 
lands belonging:to the United States in Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, 
and the Missouri and Michigan territories, are am- 
ple to supply the fairdemand by all descriptions of 
emigrants for twenty years, perhaps; and any fur- 
ther scattering of our people must tend to weaken 
the effective force of the nation without benefitting 
individuals. Arrangements should, however, be 
made to prevent our lands from being squatted 
upon—which it is presumed may be easily done, 
when it is certainly known that in such and such 
parts of our territory no one can have a right of 
property. 
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We have a copy of the “4ddress of the T'am- 
muny societ?', er Columbian order, to its absent mem- 
bers, and the meméers of its several branches threugh- 
out the United S’ates,” pursuant toa resolve of the 
society to appoint a committee “to take into consi- 
deration the subject of national economy and domes- 
tic manufactures,” &c. 

The best that we can say of this address is to call 
itatruly repudlican production—not inthe cant:or 
party meaning of the term, but as consonant with 
the genius and spirit of our constitutions and laws. 
Itisunadorned, except with the simplicity oftruth, 
and beauty of perspicuity—intelligible to the 
meanest capacity, yet deserving the attention of 
the scholar. The character of its composition is 
such as we should like to see adopted for a national 
style, There is a manifest honesty and real plain- 
ness in it, that is exquitely pleasing. 

At some future time, perhaps, we may have the 
pleasure of publishing this pamphlet in the Reeis- 
rrr. It is noticed now chiefly forthe purpose of 
introducing the following article from the WVationa’ 
Advocate: 

NATIONAL ECONOMY. 

Ata meeting, held by the Tammany society, some 
time ago, a pamphlet was written and adopted on 
the subject of the embarrassments of trade, the ne- 
cessity of encouraging domestic manufactures, and 
other incidental topics, connected with the times; 
copies of which were ordered to be transmitted to 
“several distinguished citizens, from whom answers 
have been received, which, as they relate to its 
objects, have been ordered to be published by the 
society. The pamphlet was written by John Wood- 
ward, esq. of New York, and is justly considered a 
very able production, not alone in reference tothe 
great objects which it embraces, but for the sound 
republican; principles which it inculeates. The re- 
ply of Mr. Madison will be found peculiarly inte- 
resting. —W. F. Wat. Advecate. 





é Quincy, Dec. 9, 1819. 
Sir: I have received the favor ofan obliging let- 
ter, which you did me the honor to write me on the 
“9th November—be pleased to present my thanks 








to the society of Tammany, or Coiumbian Order, 
for this honorable mark of their attention. 

I admire the frankness and fortitude, with which 
they have censured a multitude of errors and abu- 
ses in the policy, morals, and manners of this nation; 
no satire can be too severe, no condemnation too 
inexorable, for my taste, on these topics. 

I wish you and your society success in discoun- 
tenancing all pernicious customs and usages, and all 
deviations froma wise and virtuous national eco- 
nomy. With great respect, I have the honor to be, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 


JOHN ADAMS. 
Clarkson Crolius, esg. 





Thomas Jefferson returns his respectful thanks to 
the president and members of the ‘'ammany soci- 
ety, for the favor of their address on the subjects of 
economy and manufactures.—He hasreadit with 
pleasure, and finds in it much to approve, little to 
doubt, and less to add—perhaps, he should haye ad- 
ded, the suppression of drawback among the reme- 
dies for the disease of over-trading ourselves. It 
is desirable we should employ so much of our capi- 
tal as is necessary for exchanging our superfluous 
produce for the comforts we want; but the draw- 
back goes further, and encourages the employment 
of an additional portion in employing the same 
functions for other nations, in becoming brokers of 
the commerce between the nations of Europe, and 
between Europe and Asia, a branch which, more 
than all others, exposesus iu the risk of embroil- 
ment in foreign wars. He thinks this portion of 
capital would be better employed at home in ma- 
nufactures and agriculture, thanin burthening us 
with the wars which belong to their commerce, 
and which should be theirs not ours, The moment 
too seems favorable, when all fictitious capital is ex- 
tinguished, and the solid is pausing to see the issue 
of the present crisis of our gambling commerce. 
He praysthe president and society to accept his as- 
surances of-high respect and consideration. 

Monticello, Dec. 10, 1819, 

Montpelier, Dec. 1819. 

I have received, sir, the copy of the address of 
the society of Tammany, with which I have been 
politely favored. 

The want of economy in the use of imported ar- 
ticles enters very justly into the explanation given 
of the causes ofthe present general embarrassmen‘s, 
Were every one to live within his income, or even 
the savings of the prudent to exceed the deficits 
of the extravagant, the balance in the foreign com- 
merce of this nation could not be against it. The 
want of a due economy has produced the unfavora- 
ble turn which has been experienced- Hence the 
need of specie to meet the call on the vaults of the 
banks, and the discontinuance of their discounts, 
followed by their curtailments: Hence too the 
failure of so many of the banks, with a diminished 
confidence in others: And hence, finally, a super- 
abundance of debts without the means of paying 
them. 

The address seems very justly to charge much of 
the general evil, by which the banks themselves 
have been overwhelmed, on the multiplicity of these 
institutions, and a diffusion of the indiscriminate 
loans of which they have been the sources. [t has 
been made a question, whether banks, when re- 
stricted to spheres in which temporary loans only 
are made to persons in active business, promising 





quick retarns, do not as much harm to imprudent, 


}as good to prudent borrowers.—But it can no lo::- 
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ger be a doubt with any, that loan offices, carrying 
to every man’s door, and even courting the ac- 
ceptance of, the moneyed means of gratifying his 
present wishes, under a prospect or hope of pro- 
crastinated re-payments, must, of all devices, be the 
most fatal to a general frugality, and the benefits 
resulting frem it, 

The effect of domestic manufactures in diminish- 
ing imports, and, as far as they are carried on by 
hands attracted from abroad, or by hands other- 
wise idle or less productively employed, without a 
proportional diminution of exports, merits certainly 
a distinguished attention in marking out an internal 
system of political economy, and in counteracting 
a tendency in our foreign commerce to leave aba- 
Janceagainstus. The relief from this source would 
be more effectual, but for the circumstance that the 
articles which contribute muc!: to the excess of our 
imports over our exports, are articles, some not 
likely soon, others net at all, te be produced within 
ourselves. There is moreovera feature in the trade 
between this country and most others, which pro- 
motes not a littte an unfavorable result. Our ex- 
ports being chiefly articles of food, for manufac- 
tures, or for a consumption easily surcharged, the 
the amount of them called for never exceeds what 
may be deemed real and definite wants. ‘his is 
not the case with ourimports. Many of them, some 
the most costly, are objects neither of necessity nor 
utility, but merely of fancy and fashion, wants of 
a nature altogether indefinite. This relative condi- 
tion of the trading parties, although it may give to 
the one furnishing the necessary and profitable ar- 
ticles, 2 powerful advaniage over the one making 
its returns in superfluities, on extraordinary occa- 
sions of an uninterrupted intercourse, yet, in the 
ordinary and free course of commerce, the advan- 
tage lies on the other side; and it will be the great- 
erin proportion to the lengthened credits on which 
the articles gratifying extravagant propensities are 
supplied. Such an inequality must, in a certain 
degree, control itself. It would be completely re- 
dressed by a change in the public preferences and 
habits, such asis inculcated in the address. 


In not regarding domestic manufactures as of 
themselves an adequate cure forall our embarrass- 
ments, it is by no means intended to detract from 
their just importance, or from the policy of legisla- 
tive protection forthem. 


However true it be in general, that the industri- 
ens pursuits of individuals ought to be regulated 
by their own sagacity and interest, there are practi- 
cal exceptions to the theory, which sufficiently 
speak for themselves. The theory itself, indeed, 
requires a similarity of circumstances, and an equal 
freedom of interchange among commercial nations, 
which have never yet existed. All are agreed, 
also, that there are certain articles so indispensable, 
that no provident nation would depend for a sup- 
ply of them on any other nation. But besides these, 
there may be many valuable branches ef manufac- 
tures, which, if once established, would support 
themselves, and even add to the list of exported 
commodities; but which, without public patronage, 
would either not be undertaken, or come to a pre- 
mature downfall. The difiiculty of introducing 
manufactures, especially of a complicated charac- 
ter and costly outfit, and above all, in a market 
nre-occupied by powerful rivals, must readily be 
conecived, They appeai,-acecrdingly, to have re- 
quired, for their uitroduction into the countries 


vernment, or the aid of exiled or emigrant manu- 
facturers, or both of these advantages. 

In determining the degree of encouragement 
which van be afforded to domestic manufactures, it 
is evident that, among other considerations, a fair 
comparison ought to be made of what might be 
saved by ys at home during foreign wars, to 
say nothing of our own, with the experience of sup- 
porting manufactures in times of peace, against foe 
reign competitions in our market. The price of do- 
mestic fabrics, though dearer than foreign, in times 
, of peace, might be so mueh cheaper in timesof war, 
as to be cheaper alsothan the medium price of thefo- 
reign, taking the ‘wo periodstogether, Yet the Ame- 
rican manufacturer, if unprotected during the period 
of peace, would necessarily be undermined by the 
foreign; and he could not be expected to resume 
his undertaking at the return of war, knowing the 
uncertainty of duration, and foreseeing his certain 
ruin at the end of it. Estimates on these points 
cannot be made with much precision, but they are 
noton that account to be overlooked; and in mak- 
ing them, a strong leaning ought to be indulged 
towards the policy of securing to the nation inde- 
pendent resources within itself. 7 

If Ihave extended these remarks beyond the pro- 
per limits, I must find my apology in the nature of 
the subject, and in the tenor of your letter; for 
which I pray you to accept my acknowledgments, 
with my respects and good wishes. 

JAMES MADISON, 


Clarkson Crolius, esq. 











Prohibitory Duties. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
to congress areporton the subject of prohibiting the 
importation of cotton, woolen, and iron manufac- 
tures, and his opinion of the effect such prohibition 
will have on the revenue of the United Stutes. 


‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
27th January, 1820. 

Str—In obedience to a resolution of the house 
ofrepresentatives, of the 4th instant, directing the 
secretary of the treasury “to inform the house 
what reduction, in his opinion, it will make in the 
revenue, if the importatien of cotton and woolen 
manufactures, and iron, be prohibited, and in what 
manner the deficit in the revenue may be supplied, 
should the prohibition be made,” IT have the honor 
to submit statements of the amount of revenue 
which accrued from those articles, from the year 
1815 to 1818, inclusive. 

The very great difference in the amount of re- 
venue which accrued during those years, renders 
it difficult to determine what the reduction would 
be, should the prohibition be enforced. It is pro- 
bable that the deficiency, for a number of successive 
years, would amount to the average sum of six mil- 
lions of dollars, 


_ fan increase of the rate of duty would necessa- 
rily augment the revenue inthe same proportion, 
the deficiency might be readily supplied. But rea- 
sonand experience forbid the expectation of such 
aresult. The importation of foreign merchandize 
is regulated by the capacity of the importing coun- 
try to pay an equivalent for them. Any increase 
of duty diminishes this capacity. When carried to 
an extreme, it amounts to prohibition. But the re- 
venue will frequently be diminished by an increase 
of duty, when the consumption of the article is not 
diminished. Whenever the duty is raised so high 





where they are now seen in their greatest extent 
snd prosperity, either the liberal support of the go- 


as to equal the risk incurred by an attempt to in- 
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troduce dutiable articles illicitly, snuggling, upon 
an extensive and systematic plan, commences. In 
that case, not only their consumption, but the ca- 
pacity to pay for them, may be increased, whilst 
the revenue may be diminished. 

Considering the facilities which the extent of our 
coasts and frontiers, and the numerous harbors, 
bays, inlets, and rivers, by which they are indented, 
furnish for the illicit introduction of foreign mer- 
chandize, the settled policy of the government has 
been to diminish, as far as practicable, the tempta- 
tion which high duties would furnish to take advan- 
tage of these facilities. Should the existing duties 
be considerably raised, there is just ground to ap- 
prehend that the revenue would be reduced, rather 
than augmented, by the change. Indeed, there is 
just reason to believe, that, with the present rate of 
duty, the practice of smuggling is gradually increas- 
ing. Any attempt to raise the deficiency which 
will be produced by the prohibition under consider- 
ation, by an increase of duty upon the articles 
which will still be imported, will greatly increase 
the expense of collection, by the necessity which it 
would create to employ a greater number of officers 
of the customs, to guard against smuggling, and 
eventually fail to augment the revenue to the re- 
quired extent. The principal reliance for supply- 
ing the deficiency which would be produced by the 
adoption of the measure contemplated by the reso- 
lution, must, it appears to me, be placed ina sys- 
tem of internal duties, or direct tax. 

in aid of either of these modes of augmenting the 
revenue, asmall addition might be made upon the 
rate of duty now paid upon linens, manufactures of 
hemp, stuff goods, coffee, brown sugar,teas, wines, 
molasses, spices, and other small articles. If a sys- 
tem of internal duties should be deemed at this time 
adviseable, an entire prohibition of ardent spirits 
might be adopted, without material injury to the 
revenue, and with manifest advantage to the agri- 
culturalinterest. Inthat event, the revenue which 
has been heretofore received from the duties im- 
posed upon foreign spirits, might be collected from 
domestic spirits. 

Ihave the honor to be, your most obedient ser- 
vant, WH. H. CRAWFORD. 

Honorable speaker 

of the house of representatives. 





A statement of the duties arising on imported merchan- 
dize, paying an ad valorem duty of 25 per cent. to 
SOth June, 1819, of which woolens and cottons form 
almost the exclusive articles, for the years 1815, 
1816, 1817, and 1818, with the amount of drawback 
annually paid on re-exportation. 


























YEARS, Amount of/Amount of |Netamount 

duties. | drawback. 
DOLLS, DOLLS. DOLLS. 

In 1815,| 17,813,277] 189,768 | 17,623,509 

1816,} 11,013,142] 981,791 | 10,031,351 

1817,| 4,967,503} 644,653 4,322,850 

1818,1 6,753,008) $34,307 6,218,701 





Notre—The treasury records do not afford any 
means of ascertaining the amount of duties, so as to 
distinguish woolens from the various descriptions of 
cottons, whether from India or Europe;, nor of cot- 
ton yarns from cotton piece goods. 
Treasury department, 

Register’s office, Jan. 6, 1820. 





JOSEPLE NOURSE, Register. 
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Miscellaneous. 


A novelty. We observe in a list of the contracts 
made by the commissioners of the navy,that shillings 
and pence are used todesignate the amount of value 
given for certain commodities at New York.— 
Whatis a shil/ing and how much is a penny, by the 
laws of the United States? It may well be wonder- 
ed at, that the commissioners did not refuse a con- 
tract offered in this manner, or direct that it should 

‘be made out intelligibly. We are seeking a national 
character, and no part of the community has done 
more to build it up than the navy—let the commis- 
s oners then be consistent with themselves, and give 
us nothing but what is national. Iam very certain 
that this anti-national or local currency was accept- 
ed inadvertantly—but if the money denominations 
of the nation is not used in the public contracts of 
the nation, why has a law in respect to it been pas- 
sed? We again ask what isa shilling? In New-York 
it was, or is, 12$ cents; in Massachusetts, &c. 16 
cents 4 mills; in Pennsylvania, &c. 13 cents 3 mills; 
in South Carolina, &e. more than 22 cents--in Eng- 
land the same; in Ireland nearly 20, &c. But a dol- 
lar is a dollar, every where. 


Paverers. We have an exhibit of the cost of the 
paupers of Bucks county, Pennsylvania. Those 
maintained in, the house were 46 males, 45 fe- 
mates and 36 children, besides 59 out-door paupers, 
in all 186. <A farmis attached to the establishment, 
on which last year was raised about 1100 bushels of 
wheat, rye, corn, &c. with 550 bushels of potatoes, 
&e. &c. at the cost of 350 dollars paid for labor 
thereon The gross expenditure amounted to ten 
thousand nine hundred and eighty-three dollars and 
ninety-three cents. From whieh being deducted 
the sum of $426 70, for articles sold, &c. leaves for 
the actual cost of the institution $10,537 23—or 
the average sum of 56 dollars and 75 cents for each 
person maintained. The population of Bucks coun- 
ty is probably about 56,000—-so the ratio of paupers 
is as one to 190. 


SrponTaNEous compusTion. from the Baltimore 
Morning Chronicle.—At my mills there was an iron 
kettle, used for holding ashes—it had remained 
with ashes in from the 5th mo, to the 9th mo. at 
which time flaxseed oil was by accident spilled into 
the ashes; in about 24 hours the ashes were found 
to be on fire. and wishing to have it fully ascertain- 
ed, whether it was the oil which occasioned the 
ashes to take fire, I filled a kettle with cold dry 
ashes, in which I poured a pint of flaxseed oil, and 
in 24 hours I examined it, and found that, as far as 
the oil had penetrated, the ashes were in astate of 
combustion, and, applying some shavingsand chips 
of wood, it immediately caused them to blaze. 

From an apprehension that many buildings have 
been consumed by fires from the foregoing cause, I 
have been induced to give publicity to the fact. 

JOSEPH ATKINSON. 
Ellicott’s Patapsco Mills, 1 mo. 22d, 1820, 
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Army of the United States. 
Report of the adjutant and inspector general of the 
army of the United States: exhibiting a compara- 
tive view of the armu expenditures before the late 
war, and the estimated appropriations for the service 


of the year 1820. 
Aps’T. AND INSP. GEN’S. OFFICE, 


January 13, 1820. 
Sim—By your order, I have the honor to lay be- 
fore you acomparative view of the current expen- 


“pre 


ditures of the peace establishment of the army, 
since the reduction in 1802, (marked A, and B.) 

In making these tables, I have been governed 
by the appropriation laws of the different years, 
the various army organizations, the general returns 
of the army, for the same years, and the estimates 
reported to congress for 1820. 

Although my last general return of the army, 
printed in a report of the military committee of the 
house of representatives, explains, pretty fully, the 
data on which I estimate the average army aggre- 
gate, of this year, at 10,000, it must be observed 
that the term of enlistment being five years, the 
number of discharges, after this year, will be about 
one-fifth of the whole force annually, and will re. 
quire two thousand recruits to keep up the estab- 
lishment, But, asthe number entitled to discharge 
in 1820 does not exceed three hundred, there hav- 
ing been no enlistments after the peace till 1816, 
and more than 4,000 having been recruited during 
the last year, it appears, the same success would 
make the army aggregate near 13,000 at the close 
of this year. 

From this, however, must be deducted thedeaths, 
desertions and other casualties. The desertions 
alone, during the last year, in some regiments, ex- 
ceed one-fifth of the whole, and have kept the army 
far below the organization A detachment of one 
hundred recruits, wanting to fillup a regiment, 
when officers were put on that service, have not, 
on joining, increased the strength of the corps; thus, 
mere men are always paid than can be included in 
the general return. 


Ihave confined myself, as required, to the peace 
establishments since 1802; but, I do not deem it im: 
proper to observe, that, when all Indian wars had 
been successfully terminated {by the troops under 
general Wayne, there were left in service, besides a 
regiment of artillerists and engineers, and a squad- 
ron of cavalry, four regiments of infantry, which 
composed the peace establishment of 1797. 


I also take the liberty to mention a fact, which 
may deserve notice, in considering the items of the 
quartermaster’s and medical departments, in the 
required appropriations for this year. The de- 
structive consequences of the campaign on the Mis- 
sissippi, in 1809-10, (designated the Terre au Bauf 
Campaign,) were attributed to the want of supplies, 
officers, and money in those departments. That 
campaign was made a subject of investigation by 
congress. I have no copy of the documents, but 
itis distinctly in my recollection, that the deficien- 
cies in the quartermaster’s and medical departments 
made a strong peint in the defence of the com. 
manding general. 


The enclosed tables give a concise view of the 
expenditures of the peace establishments from 1802, 
and shew, distinctly, the several organizations since 
that time. The deductions proposed in the note 
to the table marked A, shew, that the army will 
cost $302 88 per man, including officers, under the 
present organization, forthe year 1820: more than 
eighty dollars per man less than for the three years 
preceding the war, and only $10 74 per man more 
than in the earlier period, stated in table B, when 
every thing was at the minimum, and the men sel- 
dom marched out of sight of the garrison where 
they enlisted, during their five years’ service. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

With perfect respect,your obedient servant, 
D. PARKER. 
Adj’t. Sins. gene 





To the secretary of war. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY BEFORE THE LATE WAR, ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY sINcE 1815. 
| efee] EFBFT | > (EES? 
& a G1 ooo 
Seie| Zes2] Q || "rrr | as edd] & 
REGIMENTS AND CORPS. e28.e] 2323 AND es |aafe 
B52.) % 25 a 28. |255 3 
e2e1 38221 tis $s 13952) 3 
A822) “2c e 2) sacl ¢§ 
General staff: : : 84. —_ 84 |iGeneral staff 96 wine 964 
Engineers : : : 16 } 19 35 Engineer dep’m’t 32 21 53 
Light Artillery : : 53 764 817 j/Ordnance_ do. 44 302} 346 
Light Dragoons: : Sl 613 664 |,Regt. Light Artil] 46 765}, 811 
Regiment of Artillerists ; 66 1,522 | 1,588 {Corps ef Artillery} 168 3,784] 3,952 
Seven regiments of Infantry 411 5,444 5,855 |/Eight regts Inft. | 296 6,280] 6,576 
Rifle regiment ; : 65 784 849 ||Rifle regiment 37 785, 822 
Total : 746 9,146 9,892 Total {| 719 411,937}12,656; 
Average strength of the army for the years 1809, 1810, & i811, Average strength of the army for 1820, 
Officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and Officers, non-commissioned offi- 
___ privates, , : : : : : 6,000}) cers, musicians and privates, 10,000 
Appropriations for the current expenditures of the army, for thea Required appropriations for eurrent expen- 
years 1809, 1810, and 1811. ditures of the army, for the year 1820. 
1809. 1810. 1811. 1820. 
Pay of the army . : . 868,240 00] 869,863 00) 869.969 00 jp | ofthearmy . : + 1,274,784 06 
Forage ‘ ° . ° ° 61.624 00} 64,624 00) 13,756 00}'Subsistence . . ® 822.048 20) 
Subsistence . . . . 641,228 35] 685,532 05} 685,532 o5|\Forage . ° . e 26.496 0° 
Clothing . . e . ” 293,264 00 293,804 00 293,804 60 Clething ° . : e 449,716 00} 
Bounties and premiums ° e 15,000 0 30,000 00} 30,000 oojjReeruiting, bounties, premiums, &e. 123.925 00 
Medical and hospital department if 45,000 00} 50,000 00} 50,000 00)|/Medicai and hospital department 42,145 7 
Camp equipage, tools fuel, & transportation} 270,000 00} 270,000 00} 270,000 00}\Quartermaster’s department ° 526,500 00 
Purchasing horses and equipments for ae Contingencies of the army _. « § 40,000 00 
light artillery and dragoons, and forage 62,520 00 
for the same 
Purchasing maps, plans, books, &e, 2,500 00} 2,50000} 25000 
Coutingencies . ° ° : 50,000 00} $0,000 00] 50,000 00 
Salary of clerks employed in the military) 
agent’s office, and in the office of the > 3,500 00 3,500 00 3,500 0 
adjutantand inspectorofthearmy J 
Total—dolls.!2,315,876 3512,319,928 0512,260,060 osit ‘Potal—dolls.13,365,614 96 
Average appropriations for these years, - $2,301,621 48\xpense per man for the year 
Annual expense per man, including officers, - $583 60} 1820, including officers, $336 56| 








Nors—These tables and demonstrations are taken| View of the army of the United States, from the year 








from the appropriation laws and the official army 1802 to 1808, inclusive-. [ ABSTRACT. ] 
returns, except the estimate of 10,000 for the ave- Total officers ae 
rage strength of the army during 1820, whichis war-} ;, yB00 7“ _ SP i91073 80 
{ ranted by the last returns, and the facts that more 13803 2 486 "626,268 43 
than 4000 men were enlisted in the last year, and 1804 2-709 67 1,954 21 
that only three hundred are entitled to discharge 1805 2720 711,122 83 
this year, being the last of the war men, for whose 1806 9640 ~ 754,794 73 
retained bounty, and that due the heirs of deceased 1807 2766 | 767 612 50 
soldiers, the item of 15,000 dollars is estimated, and 1808 9°89 rl 864.6 ney 
is not a current expenditure, , eae ee 
The fortifications and ordnance are omitted in all hin 
the years before the war, as well as in the estimate 59,587,564 89 
for 1820; and as there was no ordnance corps before Average for each year, $798,194 98 


the war, the expense of that corps should also be Annual expense p.man, includ. officers, $292 804 
deducted fromthe current expenditures of the army : : 809 

: page © | Average strength of the army from 1802 

for this year, amounting to $101,496 60. If to this én 4008. inclusive 2.726 
are added the auditor’s reported balance on hand, ‘ , or 


. a ’ ° ° 4 ‘ 
"s mpriatl yn account of pa F P ‘ , 
of the last year’s appropriation, on unt Of pay; Organization of the army in 1802—and during the 











: $255,296 58, and the two sums are deducted from above period. 

: the required appropriation, it will be seen that the Eg ke 

j cost per man, including officers, will be “$302 88,| Regiments, &e. Com. offi.&c. and privates,&e. Aggregate 
for the year 182u. As the estimate for pay is madej| General staff, 46 — 40 
for the full organization, and the average strength | Engineers 20 19 39 
through the year is stated at 10,000, including offi-| Regt. Artillerists 106 1,522 1,628 
cers, a balance may remhain, authorising the conclu-} Two regts. Inft. 86 1,524 1,610 
sion, that the future current expenditures will not . erage; 
‘exceed three hundred dollars per man, annually, Total, 253 3,065 3,323 





































































892 





——— — 


NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 5, 1820—STATISTICS, 





— 


Leiter from the secretary of war, transmitting a report 
of the aggregate amount of the military peace estab- 
lishment of the United States, since the year 1815, 

Wark pEpartMENT, Dec. 31st, 1819. 

Sitr—Conformably toa resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 28th instant, requiring this 
department to report the aggregate amount of the 
military peace establishment, actually in service, for 
each and every year since 1815, designating the 
number of officers, non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians and privates, I have caused an abstract of 
the general returns to be prepared, which is here- 
with respectfully transmitted. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, J.C. CALHOUN. 

Lo the Speaker of the house of representatives. 





Apbs’T 4ND INSP, GEN’S OFFICE, 
December 31st, 1819. 

Abstract from the annual general returns of the 
army, since the peace, in 1815, shewing the number 
of officers, non-commigsioned officers, musicians 
and privates, in each year, as reported by the latest 
returns received at this office, at the close of each 
year. 





























eSics > 
eaireiei se | @ 
RETURNS, esigeis.| 2 E: 
: . Sojesi &. ~ 3 
| e| = S —4 
Ei aj Si ® 
Dee. 1815,} 6328/1109} 325} 7,341} 9413 
Dec. 1816,| 726|1071| 356} 7,871} 10,024 
Dee. 1817,} 640} 923} 320; 6,338) 8,221 
Dec. 1818,| 644} 887; 306) 5,839} 7,676 
From the last returns, Dec. 1819,| 641] 826 326) 6,295 bsg 688 
Recruits on their iarch to join - 600 < 





Notrre—These returns show the number of troops 
on duty with their corps, at the several periods, but 
it must be observed, that the number is constantly 
fluctuating, by discharges, casualties and enlist- 
ments; the actual number being greater than can 
be returned at any given day. It being impracti- 
cable to show by a general return of the army, of 
any period, all the previous casualties. 

) D. PARKER, Adj’t & insp. gen. 








Statistics. 


Navy OF THE UNITED STATES. Abstract of a let- 
ter from the secretary ofthe navy shewing the 
amount of expenditure on account of the navy from 
the Ist October 1818, to the 30th Sept. 1819, &c. 

The whole amount drawn from the treasury for 
the time stated, under several heads of spe«ific ap- 
prepriations, was $4,141,366 26 
~ To which add balances 
in hand, 30th Sept. 1818 672,137 69 

Amount transferred 
from other heads of ex- 


penditure, &c 122,611 08--—794,748 77 





4,936,115 63 
Deduct amount expended during 


the year 4,280,085 81 





Bal. in the treasurer’s hands as agent 


of the department, Oct. 1, 1819. 656,029 22 





*Some of the returns of this year bear date seve- 
zal months back, and ii is known that more than 600 
recruits are on their march to join, which, together 
with the several detachments and recruiting par- 
#8 not incladed, makes an estimated aggregate, 
at the close of this year, of zine thousand. : 


The following are some of the chief items of ex- 
penditure: 
Pay and subsistence of officers and 


pay of seamen 1,142,406 935 


Purchase of provisions 541,070 72 
Freight, store rent and other contin- 

gencies 375,661 98 
Navy yards and docks 285,355 52 
Repairsof vessels 346,737 44 


Gradual increase of the navy 1,083,410 15 
The marine corps, pay 179,863 13 
clothing 33,690 62 
military stores 39,059 99 
Quarter master &c. 20,766 37 
273,380 12 
AMERICAN SEAMEN. We have a copy of a letter 
from the secretary of state, addressed to the speak- 
er of the house of representatives,giving an abstract 
of the return of American seamen for the year 1819 
but the returns are so partial as to afford only a 
very indistinct view of the subject. The following 
are the returns from some of the principal ports, 
but from others there is no return at all. 
Portsmouth 118; Boston 541; Bath 126; Portland 
182; New Bedford 217; Providence 88; New York 
431; Philadelphia 355; Baltimore 198; Norfolk 172; 
New Orleans 212, Qf the whole number returned, 
only 19 were naturalized citizens. 


FortiricaTions. A message from the president 
of the United States, pursuant to a call of the house 
of representatives, shew the amount “of expendi- 
tures on account of fortifications from the year 1816 
to 1819, both inclusive—the places at which works 
of defence have been begun; their contemplated 
magnitude and present condition, and the estimated 
sum for the completion uf each;—also, the mode 
by which they are built—whether hy contract or 
otherwise’”’———the substance of whieh is as follows: 

The general statement “of the fortification 
account” for the years stated, shews an amount of 
$2,629,426 18, appropriated or applied to this ac. 
count, of which all was expended on the first Janu- 
ary last, except the sum of $1,616 06. : 

The works begun, &c. are as follows: 

1. Fort Diamond, begun in 1812, in the Narrows 
of New York harbor, to mount 80 guns, on which 
275,000 have been expended,and to complete which 
25,000 dollars are required. 

2. On the Pea Patch, in the Delaware river, be- 
gun in 1815, to mount 212 guns, amount expended 
197,826 17—required to complete the work 152,- 
173 83. | 

3. Fort Washington, onthe Potomac, begun in 
1816, to mount 90 guns—325,000 dollars expended, 
and 75,000 required to complete the fortification. 

4, Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, for the de- 
fence of the Chesapeake bay, generally, to mount 
380 guns—expended 208,209 65~—-required. to 
finish the work 608,605 31—begun in 1819. 

5. Fort Calhoun, on the Rip Rap shoal, also for 
the defence of the Chesapeake, and begun in 1819, 
to mount 216 guns---amount expended 141,952 94— 
amount required 762,422 46. 

6. At Mobile Point, for the defence of this part 
of the coast, including the city of New-Orleans, to 
mount 118 guns—amount expended 110,009, re- 
quired to complete the work 583,292 77. 

7. On Dauphin island, for like purpases as the 
preceding, to mount 118 guns—expended 120,000, 
required $575,292 77. 

9. At the Rigolets, for like purposes as the fore- 
going, to mount 64 guns—amonnt expended 70,000, 
required to complete the work 194,517 52. 








The three last begun in 1819. 
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Statement of expenditures, on account of fortifications, 
in the office of the third auditor of the treasury de- 
partment, from the ist Jan. 1816, to the 31st De- 
cember, 1819. 


Craney Island, Old Point Comfort, 








and Nortolk, Virginia. 401,737 10 
New-York, and harbor 414,225 25 
Fort Washington, Potomac 534,769 08 
Mobile 259,573 86 
New-Orleans 217,940 76 
Pea-Patch, Delaware ’ 177,500 
Plattsburg ' 117,292 
Baltimere 59,511 87 
Niagara 55,511 90 
Boston 21,148 50 
Hendrick’s reef 18,000 
Green Bay 16,644 70 
Chaleston, South Carolina 173,347 65 
Savannah, Georgia 1814 8,505 81 
Detroit, and Fort Malden 1815 5,261 87 
Tybee Island 1814-15 | 7,000 
Point Petre 6,060 
Pittsburg 2,000 
Bennet and Morte 36,000 
Samuel Hawkins 10,000 
Bellefontaine, 2,342 34 
Forts St. Philip’s, and St. John 1,318 68 
George Town, South Carolina 1814 1,000 
Sacketts Harbor 1814-15 768 17 
Richmond, Virginia 300 
Fort Severn 477 30 
Fort Dearborn 33 
Fort Wolcott 262 66 
Fort Armstrong 77 70 
Officers composing the board of 3,237 30 

engineers 

Fort Gratiot 1815 303 25 
Federal Point 1814 280 
fort Griswold 1815 31 
Fort Trumbull 1814-15 137 77 
Fort Green 1814 102 96 
White Hall, block house 1813 27% 8A 
Fort Massac 1813 26 91 
Fort Johnson 1814 158 24 
Norwich, Connecticut 1815 799 79 

Amount dolls. | 2,353,900 26 








Treasury Department, 
Third auditor’s office, Jan. 4th, 1820. 
PETER HAGNER, auditor. 
District of Cotumspia. A letter from the secre- 
tary of the treasury to the speaker of the house of 
representatives, dated the 12th ult. shews “the 
amount of moneys paid in each year to the mar- 
shal of the district of Columbia, for the expenses 
of holding courts within the same, since the as- 
sumption of jurisdiction over the district hy con- 
gress,” &c. 3 
The whole amount paid from 1801 to 1819 in- 
clusive of each, is $353,309 68—of which $246,- 
431 30 was paid to the marshal, and 106,878 32 
paid to the judges, 

The cost of these courts hasrapidly increased-~ 
in 1801 the marshal drew only 5,408 dollars, and 
the judges the sum of 2,907 78; but last year there 
Was paid tothe marshal 26,000, and to the judges 
7,700 dollars. A pretty dear affair, for the business 
that isdone. Wepresume, however, that the cost 
of the annual sessions of the supreme court of the 
United States, as it regards attendance upon it, is 

included in the amount. 
Annitration. Pennsylvania has fairly tested 
the arbitration system, and thereby prevented 








many tedious and expensive suits at law. On th® 
28th ult. the speaker laid before the senate a lette” 
from the secretary of the commonwealth, trans- 
mitting a statement of the number of cases refer- 
red under the “act regulating arbitrations,” during 
the year 1819, so far as they have been received at 
his office. 

[This report contains the report of but nineteen 
counties; from which it appears, that the number 
of cases arbitrated in 1819, im those counties, are 
1595: of which 1149 reports have been filed; 789 
judgments; 282 appeals; 157 reports undetermin- 
ed; 9 tried by jury and reversed: 25 tried by jury 
and affirmed; 90 tried at bar.] 


COMMERCE OF ALEXANDRIA, 
Inspection of flour. 

Year ending Sept.1I1, 1811 237,450 barrrels 
1812 188,861 do. 
1818 180,247 = do. 
1814 101,989 = do. 
1815 110,6°3 — do. 
1816 158,553 do, 
1817 217,621 do. 
1818 158,746 do. 
1819 176,922 do, 

Domestic produce exported to foreign ports, as va- 

lued at the custom house. 


1815 2,356,221 
1816 1,110,707 
1817 1,539,662 
1818 , 1,167,169 
1819 935,781 


Duties arising from the importation of foreign 
merchandise, direct to the port of Alexandria, for 
the year 1819, amount to 135,513 dollars.— Wat. Int. 


Crarteston. Exports from Ist Oct. 1819, to 
3ist Dec. 1819. 














bales bale3. Tierces 
Sea Islands. Uplands Rice. 
Coastwise 1,644 1,155 
London 95 723 268 
Liverpool 1,568 14,452 172 
Glasgow, &c. 761 3,075 70 
France 182 7,737 459 
North of Europe 69 4,585 854 
West Indies 5,029 
2,675 32,216 8,007 

During same } 

wntior eve ¢ 592 17,046 4,764, 
2,063 15,170 3,243 


Teas imported into Philadelphia. (The names of 
the vessels and the amount of the packages are re- 
spectively given in the table published in the “Ame- 
rican Centinel,”’ but the aggregates only can be ge- 
nerally useful.) 

Recapitulation. 
1817. 1818, 1819. Total 3 yrs. 


Gunpowder and imperial 266,848 207,396 130,207 604,451 
Hyson and young hys6n 1,075,337 1,107,564 882,641 3,065,542 


Hyson skin 883,814  §356,682 597.816 2,018,312 
Sonchong and other black 259,719 69,252 88,760 417,731 
Bohea 161 000 000 161 





Grandtotal 2,485,879 1,920,894 1,699,424 6,106,197 
The cargo of one vessel which arrived near the 


close of the last year, is not included in the above, the 
weight ofher teas not being ascertained. It is ob- 
served that in Philadelphia, in the 3 years, only 
161lbs. have been entered as Bohea, while in ano- 
ther port very large quantities of other teas have 
been socalled and entered. 


The income tax of England. Of the income tax, 
when it existed in England, the sum paid by the 
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proprietors and occupiers of land, was 6,438,4751: 
and by merchants, manufacturers, professional men, 
office holders, &c. &c. only 3,021,187. 

The number of payers in the first class was three 
times as great as that in all other classes. A wri- 
ter concludes that three fourths ofthe -vast reve- 
nue of Great Britain is derived indirectly, from the 
owners and cultivators of the soil. - 

Savanna. Forthree months ending Jan. 1, 1820, 
there was exported from Savannah— 

7638 bales Sea-island cotton—in the same period 
last year only 213, 

18,853 bales upland cotton—in the same time 
last year only 13,594. 

1062 tierces of rice—last year in the same months 
1703. 

2 hhds. tubacco—last year, in the same time, 18 
hhds. 

Penitentiary of Georgia.—66 persons remained in 
this penitentiary on the Ist Oct. 1819—of these 13 
were born in North Carolina, 12 in Georgia, 9 in 
Virginia, 8in South Carolina, 3 in New-York, 3 in 
Pennsylvania, 2 in Connecticut, 2 in Massachusetts, 

1 in East Florida, and 13 in Europe, of whom 7 were 
in Jreland. 

Penitentiary of Virginia. The amount of convicts 
received inte this establishment since its commence- 
ment in 1800, to the 30th Sept. 1819, is 954; ave- 
rage, 50 per annum. In Sept. last there remained 
174 persons in confinement, employed in various 
mechanical trades—5S9 were of different trades 
when received. Of the eonviets only 3 appear to 
be women. Of the 174—113 were born in Virgin- 
ia, 9 in Pennsylvania, 6 in North Carolina, 6in Ma- 
ryland, 4 in Massachusetts, 2 each in Connecticut, 
Kentucky and the district of Columbia, 3 in New 
York, 1 each in Delaware, South Carolina, New 
Jersey, and Tennessee, 22 in Europe, of whom 11 
were in Ireland and 8 in England, &c. 

A ereatsprine The Blakeley, (Alabama) Sun, 
of the Ist Dec. last, contains a long letter signed 
Samuel Haines, giving an account of an excursion 
upon the Chactawhachee river. In ascending a 
stream called Holmes’ Creek, or by the Indians, 
Oakcheehachee, or Sour river, which empties into 
the Chactawhachee, he says-- I came to the mouth 
ofan extraordinary stream of nearly the same width, 
which flows entirely from a spring only one mile 
from its confluence with Oakcheehachee. 

The Indian name of this singular fountain is Qa- 
kiwah, that is to say in English, the Great 4pring. 
When I entered this creek I found the water so 
perfectly transparent, that its bottom exposed to 
view the smallest fishes, and the minutest pebbles. 
Our boat drew nearly three feet water, and was of al- 
most five tons burthen; and we passed into the ve- 
ry head ef the spring with as much ease as we as- 
cended the river: in fact, at all times there appears 
to be a depth of four feet at least from there to 
its mouth. I should say that this extraordinary 
fountain constantly delivers water enough to turn 
foursaw-mills. The water boils up from beneath 
a jutting ledge of limestone, and makes a sort of 
basin or crater of the size of an acre of ground, 
surrounded with high solid earth, covered with a 
growth of oak, hickory, beach, pecon and magno- 
lia. 

At the fountain-head, the depth of water is at least 
ten fathom; and its ebuilition it so forcible as to 
throw off every boat that attempts to rest upon it. 

Though the water of this creek issues from a bed 
of limestone, yet I found it was not so highly satu- 
rated therewith as to prevent its ready combination 


mated 


an evidence of its purity, I found it the resort of 
}mullet and some other fish all the time we stayed 
there. 

From this remarkable evidence of the existence 
6f some more elevated fountain in the neighbor. 
hood of Oakiwah, which I concluded must be the 
cause of this great natural curiosity, I was led to at- 
tempt its discovery. 

In passing from this big spring to Holmes’ village, 
a distance of 5 or 6 miles nearly north, [ found on 
my right a chain of five ponds of different sizes, ap- 
parently from 100 to 600 acres in superficial extent, 
and some of them of circular forms. 

These ponds have no outlet over the surface of 
the earth, and of course must have subterraneous 
communications with the river or some of its tribu- 
tary streams. 

Asthe surface of these ponds appeared conside- 
rably higher than the great spring, I infer that it 
is fed by them by means of subterraneous passages. 

These singular ponds abound with fish, such as 
perch, trout, and sundry smaller sorts. Alligators 
'too inhabit them. Around these ponds the lands 
are open pine woods of the most barren description; 
and so entirely clear of undergrowth are their bor. 
ders, that a man can be seen across them in every 
direction. Their waters are pure, and almost as 
transparent as those of Oakiwah, 

Similar ponds are found in many other places be- 
tween the Chactawhachee and Appalachicola rivers, 
which are here only 40 miles from each other.” 

Longevity. Dr. Knot Martin, who died at Marble. 
head at the age of 88, left 7 children by his first 
wife, which were lately living at the following ages 
— 88, 87, 80, 77,73, 71, 61,4 males and 3 females, 
at an average of 78. Two children by his second 
wife were also living, aged 53 and 51. He had in all 
three other children, one of whom died in infancy, 
the other two atan advanced age. 

New-York canals. The following is extracted 
from an article lately published in the Columdian. 

Table of the area of those parts of the United 
States and Canada, which will be opened to the 
commerce of the Hudson by the completion of the 
two New York canals, 

Square miles. 
Basin of Champlain, - - - - - 5,000 
United basins of Osweyo and Seneca rivers, 7,500 
Basin of Erie, . ° : - - 27,000 
Basinof Michigan, - - - - ~~ = 60,000 
Basin of St. Clair, - ° : - 7,800 
Basin of Huron and Nipising, - - 40,000 
Basin of Superior, - - - - 90,000 


236,300 

From which deduct for water: 

Lake Champlain, - : 

Small lakes in the basins of Genessee and 
Oswego, - - 

Lake Erie, - 

Lake St. Clair, - 

Lake Huron, - 

Lake Michigan, 

Lake Nipising, - 

Lake Superior, - 

Smaller lakes and rivers, 


- - - 1,100 
240 
8,750 
750 
13,000 
13,500 
800 
22,500 
2,000 


62,640 





Remains for land 173,660 
Amounting to 111,129,600 acres. 
This expanse nearly equals four times the super- 


ficies of the state of New-York. Though more than 





with soap, orto render it unwholesome fgr use. As] one third of the space we are surveying, is in Cana- 
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da, it may be here correctly included, as the course 
of commerce will be but little influenced by nation- 
al boundaries. 

To these calculations are added sundry tables of 
distances which are be laid aside for a season of 
mere leisure than the present. 

The distance from New York city to St. Louis, 
Missouri, via Hamilton in New York, and the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers, is 1758 miles; of which the 
jand carriage of goods, from Newburg on the Hud- 
son, to Hamilton, on the Allegany, is 304 miles. 

The distance from the same to the same, when the 
great canal is completed, via Buffalo, Detroit, Mi- 
chilimackinac, Chicago and the Illinois and Missis- 
sippirivers, is 1762 miles—which no doubt, ina very 
few years may be entirely travelled on water, and 
with boats of sufficient burthen. 

The distance from St. Louis to New Orleans, by 
water, is given at 1489 miles—from the same to the 
same, Via Russelville, Nashville and Natchez, 948 
miles—and from the same to the same, by the Hot 
Springs on Quachita, Natchitoches and Opelousas, 
at 1080 miles. 

Bank stock owned by the state of New Yerk—from 
a statement laid before the house of assembly: 

608 shares of the capital stock of the bank of Ame- 
rica, $60,800 

130 do. Bank of New York, 65,000 


1094 do. Bank of Albany, 43,800 
600 do. Farmers’ Bank in Troy, 30,000 
3,600 do. New York State Bank, 126,000 
1,000 do. Manhattan Company, 50,000 
2,000 do. Mechanics’ & Farmers’ Bank, 50,000 
2,000 do. Middle District Bank, 50,000 
1,000 do. Bank of Newburg, 50,000 
300 do. Bank of Hudson, 15,000 
50 do. Bank of Columbia, 20,000 
500 do. Mohawk Bank, 5,000 
2,000 do. Bank of Troy, 16,000 
1,000 do. Bank of Lansingburg, 6,000 


3,000 do. Merchants’ Bank, (appropriated 
to the school fund) 180,000 


— ee 


$747,600, 
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Legislature of Maryland. 
- Inthe senate, Jan. 19. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution relative to the admission of new states into 
the union, and on metion of Mr. Harper, the ques- 
tion was put “will the senate receive the following 
as an amendment to the said resolution.” Amend- 
ment proposed, strike out from the word “resolved” 
first resolution to the end thereof and insert, ‘re- 
solved by the general assembly of Maryland, That 
the senators and representatives from this state in 
congress, be requested to use their utmost endea- 
vors in the admission of the state of Missouri into 
the union, to prevent the prohibition ef slavery 
from being required of that state as a condition of 
its admission.” Resolved in the affirmative 

On motion of Mr. Carmichael, the question was 
put, “will the senate adopt the following message 
in lieu of the said resolution?” 

Gei.r'emen of the house of delegates. 

We have considered your resolution by which 
“our senators and representatives in congress are 
requested to use their utmost endeavors in the ad- 
mission of new states into the union, to grant to 
such states all rights and privileges of the states 
heretofore admitted, without requiring as a condi- 
tion of their admission the inhibition of involuntary 
servitude, or any other condition limiting their so- 





—— 


vereign powers m a greater degree than the sove- 
reign powers of the original states forming the 

union are limited and restrained.” In this resolu- 

tion the senate cannot-concur, because the senate 
are of opinion, that this subject belongs exclusively 
to congress, and that the powers delegated to con- 

gress are derived immediately from the people, and 

not from the states in their corporate capacity, be- 

cause the senate are of opinion, that the powers de-. 
legated by the people to the state legislature, ex- 

tend no further than regulating the internal con- 
cerns of the state, except in certain cases where its 
powers are expressly specified and defined; and 
that the legislature has no. constitutional right to 
pledge the opinion ofthe people of Maryland upon 
a measure which belongs exclusively to congress. 

The members of the senate in their individual 
capacities and as a part of the people, would be 
prompt to express their opinicns on the. Missouri 
question. The constitution of the United States 
provides for the admission of new states into the 
union, without defining the terms and conditions 
upon which they shall be admitted; and we think the 
sound constitutional exposition of that article is, 
that they should be admitted with all the powers 
and capacities of internal regulation which belong- 
ed to the old states. If congress, inthe exercise of 
the power of admitting a new state into the union, 
have a right to fetter it with the proposed restric- 
tion, they have a right to impose other restrictions 
to an indefinite extent. And we thinkit would be 
as repugnant to the spirit of our republican institu- 
tions, that one state should possess powers ef inter- 
nal regulation not imparted to another as that 
one class of citizens of the United States should 
possess powers and rights which were denied 
another— 

Determined in the negative. 

The question was then put, will the senate as- 
sent to the resolution as amended? the yeas and 
nays being required, appeared as follows: 

Affirmative—-Mr. President, Messrs. Emerson, 
Gale, Harper, Howard, Hughlett, Jackson, Magru- 
derand Parnham—9 

Negative—Messrs. Carmichael, Cresay, Hollyday, 
Taney and West—5. 

Determined in the affirmative. 








Republic of Texas! 


It appears from the following, that a few indivi- 
duals still adhere to gen. Long, and claim the rights 
of a sovereign power. 

Alexandria, Lou. Dec. 24.—The Jupiter has re- 
turned to Galvezton, after a short cruise with a va- 


luable cargo, principally specie. She is the first 


vessel that sailed under the authority of Texas. She 
sailed again onthe Ist inst. The three remaining 
pirates who robbed Mr. Lion, were taken into cus- 
tody by order of gen. Walker, while in the Trinity, 
and are sent to New Orleans for trial. 
Galvezton, Nov. 7. 
To the commandant of the American cruiser off the 
port of Galvezton. 

Srr:—I am convinced that you are a cruiser of 
the navy ordered by your government. T have 
therefore deemed it proper to inquire into the cause 
of your lying before this port without communicat- 
ing your intention? I shall by this message inform 
you, that the port of Galvezton belongs to and is in 
the possession of the republic of Texas, and was 
made a port of entry the 9th of Oct. last.~And 
whereas the supreme congress of said republic bave 
thought proper to appoint me as governor of this 
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place, in consequence of which, if you have any de- 
mands on said government, or persons belonging to 
or residing in the same, you will please to send an 
officer with such demands—whom, you may be as- 
sured, will be treated with the greatest politeness, 
and receive every satisfaction required. Butif you 
are ordered, or should attempt to enter this port in 
a hostile manner, my oath and duty to the govern- 
‘ment compels me to rebut your intentions at the 
expense of my life. 

‘lo prove to you my intentions towards the wel- 
fare and harmony of your government, I send en- 
closed the declaration of several prisoners, who 
were taken in custody yesterday, and by a ceurt of 
enquiry appointed for that purpose, were found 
to be guilty of robbing the inhabitants of the United 
States, of a number of slaves and other property. 

The gentlemen bearing this message will give 
you any other reasonable information relating to 
this plate, that may berequired. J. LAFITTE. 

U.S. schooner Lynx. 
Off Galvezton, Nov. 8, 1819. 

Str—Your note of yesterday has been received, 

stating the execution of William Brown, the chief 


_ of the boats; and your having sent in pursuit of John 


Hale, William Thompson and Charles Slater, who 
had been previously sent from Galvezton. From 
the disposition evinced by you to bring to justice 
allthose who have committed direct acts of piracy 
onthe citizens of the Wnited States, Iam induced 
to believe, that should they, or John Kelly, John 
Lightner and George Kerth, who appear to be the 
only survivors not at present in custody, come at 
any future period in your power, that they will be 
detained in confinement until they can be sent to 
the United States for trial. I have returned the 
passage boat belonging to you, which was taken by 
my boats on the Sthinst. You will excuse me for 
not accepting your kind and polite invitation to vi- 
sit Galvezton: the weather will not admit my leav- 
ing the vessels at sea, but any communication deli- 
vered tothe officer who hascharge of this, will be 
duly received. 
Tam, sir, yours, &c. 
J. R. Mapison, commanding U. §. schr, Lynx. 
To the commander of the forces at Galvezton. 


November 10. 
Sir—It is with pleasure I have'to inform you, by 
the request of Mr. Lafitte, commander of the for- 
ces at this place, that on the 8thinst. I was des- 
patched with the communication to him from lieut. 
commandant J. R. Madison, of the U. S. navy, and 
commander of the U, S. schr. Lynx, having been 
blown off by boisterous and disagreeable weather— 
that the treatment Ihave received from him has 
been the most friendly, generous and hospitable, 
and every possible means extended in making the 
situation of myself and crew agreeable and com- 
fortable—and every assistance given in securing 
the prisoners which had been delivered to me dur- 
ing my stay. 
Iam, sir, your obedient friend, 
J. M’Inrosu. 


General Jumes Long, president, &c. 


CONGRESS. 
IN THE SENATE. 
January 28. Some minor matters being disposed 
of—the senate resu:ne! the consideration of the 


Missouri question. 
Mr. Van Dyke, of Delaware, spoke nearly two | 
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hours against the proposed restriction; and then, 
the further consideration of the subject was post- 
poned to Monday; to which day, 

After reading the third time, and passing the bill 
to alter the times of holding the Western district 
court of Virginia, 

The senate adjourned, 

January 31. Mr. Sanford presented to the se- 
nate certain resolutions of the legislature of New 
York, declaring the right of congress to require of 
new states, not comprised within the original boun- 
daries of the U. States, the prohibition of slavery as 
a condition of their admission into the union; and 
instructing the senators from New York to oppose 
the admission of any such state without such a con- 
dition; which resolutions were read. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before the senate such informa- 
'tion as he may possess relative to the execution of 
so much of the first article of the late treaty of 
peace and amity between his Britannic majesty and 
the United States as relates to the restitution of 
slaves,and which has not heretofore been commu- 
nicated., 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Missouri question. 

Mr. Bardour, of Virginia, rose and addressed the 
senate more than three hours, against the proposed 
restriction; but, before concluding his speech, inti- 
mated a desire to be allowed to defer the remain- 
der of his remarks to to-morrow; and the subject 
was accordingly postponed. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business. 

February 1. Mr. Otis submitted the following 
resolutions for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of finance be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of reviving, 
for——years, the law making foreign gold coins a 
tender. 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the payment of the Mississippi stock, 
by the issue of treasury notes, bearing interest at 

per cent. per annum, and redeemable at the 
pleasure of government, to such of the proprietors 
thereof as may elect to receive a payment in this 
way. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Johnson, 
of Lou. was considered and agreed to. 

Thesenate then resumed the consideration of the 
Missouri question. 

Mr. Barbour, of Va. concluded the speech which 
he commenced yesterday against the restriction. 

Mr. Roberts, of Penn. followed, in support of the 
restriction, and in reply to the gentlemen who had 
opposed it. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, succeeded, and closed 
the debate, in aspeech of some length against the 
restriction, 

No other gentleman rising to speak, the question 
was then taken on the restrictive amendment offer- 
ed by Mr. Roderts, whichis in the following words; 
*sProvided also, that the further introductioninto the 
said state of persons to be heldin slavery, or involuntary 
servitude within the same shall be absolutely and irre- 
vocably prohibited;” and decided in the negative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

{ (To save the trouble of a reference which will 
otherwise be frequently made, we have attached to 
the names of the gentlemen the states which they 





represent in the senate. Ep. Ree. } 
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Yeas. Mr. Merrill, of New Hampshire; Mellen and 

Otis, of Massachusetts; Dana, of Connecticut; Burrill, 
of Rhode Island; Tichenor, of Vermont; King and 
Sanford, of New York; Dickerson and Wilson, of 
New Jersey; Lowrie and Roberts, of Pennsylvana; 
Ruggles and Trimble, of Ohio; Noble and Taylor, 
of Indiana—16 ; 

Nays—Mr. Parrot, of New Hampshire; Hunter, ef 

Rhode Island; Lanman, of Connecticut; Palmer, of 
Vermont; Van Dyke, of Delaware; Lloyd and Pink- 
ney, of Maryland; Barbour and Pleasants, of Vir- | 
ginia; Macon and Stokes, of Worth Carelina; Gail- 
lard and Smith, of South Carolina, Ellict and Walk- 
er of Georgia; Johnson and Logan, of Kentucky; 
Eaton and Williams, of T'ennessee; Brown and John- 
son, of Louisiana; Leake and Williams, of Missis- 
sippi; Edwards and Thomas, of Jilineis; King and 
Walker, of Alabama—?27.} 

So the amendment was rejected, and 

The senate adjourned. 

[The following were the yeas and nays on this 
question in the senate, at the hast session—see 16th 
vol. Reeister, page 60. 

For restriction, Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Dana, 
Dickerson, King, Lacock, Mellen, Nobie, Roberts, 
Ruggles, Sanford, Storer, Tichenor, Wiison—14 

Against restriction. Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, 
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the just preservation of rights and property, it is 
understood and declared, that no law ought ever to 
be made, or have force in the said territory, that 
shall, inany manner whatever, interfere with, or af- 
fect, private contracts or engagements, bona fide, 
and without fraud, previously formed. 

Art. 3. Religion, morality and knowledge, be- 
ing necessary to good government and the happi- 
ness of mankind, schools and the other means of 
education shall forever be encouraged. The ut- 
most good faith shall always be observed towards 
the indians; there lands and property shall never 
be taken from them without their consent; and in 
their property, rights, and liberty, they never shall 
be invaded or disturbed, unless in just aud lawful 
wars authorized by congress; but laws founded in 
justice and humanity shall, from time to time, be 
made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, 
and for preserving peace and friendship with them.] 

Mr Burrill followed his motion with a speech of 
considerable length in its support; after which, 

The subject was, on motion of Mr. Lowrie, post- 
poned to to-morrow; and 

The senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Jan. 28.—On motion of Mr. Walker, of 


Eaton, Edwards, Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Golds- | N. C. it was 


borough, Johnson, Leake, Macon, Morrow, Stokes, 


Resolved, that the committee on military affairs 


Tait, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, Williams of Miss.|be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 


Williams of Ten.—19.] 


providing by law for the allowance of bounty land 


February 2. Mr. Noble presented to the senate |to all soldiers who enlisted in the late war with 


the memorial of the legislature of Indiana, praying 


Great Britain, and who procured substitutes, in pro- 


that no law may be passed changing the terms of | portion to the time of service performed by them 


of sale of public lands, and representing the inju- 


and their substitutes respectively; and also all 


rious effects which such a law would have on the j others who enlisted and remained in service during 


western states; which memorial was read and re-|the war, and were regularly discharged, not already 
ferred. provided for bv law. 


The senate took up the resolution submitted yes- 
terday by Mr. Ocis, and agreed thereto. 


On motion of Mr. Pindall, it was 
Resolved, That the secretary of state be request- 


The senate then resumed the consideration of j¢dto lay before this house a list of the newspapers 
the Maine and Missouri bills. in which the laws, resolutions, and orders of con- 

Mr. Burrill, of Rhode Island, moved to amend | gress are published, and have been published dur- 
the 5th section, of the amendment respecting Mis- |ing the sessions of the 14th and 15th congresses, 
sourl, Wherein it is provided, that the constitution, designating the state, district, or territory in which 
whenever formed, “shall be republican, and not re- j}each newspaper was published, with an estimate of 
pugnant to the constitution of the United States,” | the expense of such publication. 


by adding to this prevision the following clause: 


The house again went into a committee of the 


‘nor to the three first articles of compact in the ordi- whole on the Missouri bill, Mr. Baldwin in the 
nance of the 13th of July, 1787, between the original | chair. 


states and the people and states of the territory north- 


Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts, resumed the floor, 


west of the river Ohio.” and occupied about two hours in concluding the 
[The three articles of the ordinance of 1787, |argument which he commenced yesterday, against 
here referred to, are as follows: the proposed restriction. 


Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in peacea- 


Mr. Smyth, of Virginia, followed on the same 


ble and orderly manner, shall ever be molested on j side, but had not proceeded in his argument when 
account of his mode of worship or religious senti- | he gave way foramotion for the committee to rise. 


ments, in the said territory. 


The committee rose accordingly, and obtained 


Art. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory shall | leave to sit again; and 


always be entitled to the benefits of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a-_propor- 


The house adjourned to Monday. 
Monday, Jan. 31. The Speaker communicated to 


tionate representation of the people in the legisla-|the house a letter from the secretary of war, trans- 


ture, and of judicial proceedings according to the 


mitting, in obedience to a resolution of this house, 


course of the common law. All persons shall be ja statement of the public expenditures on the mili- 
bailable, unless for capital offences, where the proof | tary academy at West Point, the number and names 
shall be evident or the presumption great. Alljof the cadets educated there from each state, &c. 
dines shall be moderate; and no cruel or unusual pu- | and an estimate of the sums necessary for the sup- 
nishments shall be inflieted. Noman shall be de- | port of said institution for the next three vears. 


prived of his liberty or property, but by the judg- 


Mr. Sergeant, from the judiciary committee, re- 


ment of his peers, or the law of the land, and, should | ported a joint resolution, authorizing astronomical 
the public exigencies make it necessary, for the | observations to determine the longitude of the ca- 
the common preservation, to take any person’s pro- | pital, from Greenwich or some other European ob- 
Perty, or to demand his particular services, full | servatory. 








The resolution was twice read and committed. 
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Many reports on private petitions were received 
—all unfavorable. 

On motion of Mr. Silsdee, it was, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 

be requested to lay before this house an account of 
the annual receipts of hospital money, under the 
acts of July 16th, 1798, and March 2:', 1799, up to 
the 26th February, 1811; and from that period an 
account of the aaual receipts, under the first men- 
tioned act, to the 30th Sept. 1819, distinguishing 
the districts within which collected; also an ac- 
count of the annual expenditures of said hospital 
money, the districts within which expended, the 
hospitals erected, the places where, the regulations 
under which expenditures are made, ‘the present 
state of the marine hcspitable fund, and how invest- 
ed. 
_ Resolved, That the commissioners of navy hospi- 
tals be directed to lay before this house an account 
of the annual receipts of hospital money, under the 
act of March 2d, 1799, from the 26th February, 
1811, to September 30th, 1819, together with an 
account of the annual expenditures ofthe same, the 
districts within which expended, the hospitals 
erected, the places where, the present state of the 
navy hospital fund, and how invested. 

Mr. Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, offered the fol- 
Jowing resolution, which was twice read and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
ef the United States of Americain congress assembled, 
twothirds of both houses concurring; that the fol- 
lowing amendment to the constitution of the United 
States be proposed to the legislatures of the seve- 
ral states; which,when ratified by the legislatures of 
three fourths of the states, shall be valid to allin- 
tents and purposes, as part of the said constitution: 

That congress shall make no law to erect ‘or in- 
corporate any bank, or other monied institution, 
except within the district of Columbia, and every 
bank, or other monied institution, which shall be 
established by the authority of congress, shall, to- 
gether with its branches, and offices of discount and 
deposite, be confined tothe district of Calumbia. 

The billfrom the senate, to provide for procur- 
ing, in future, accurate returns of the foreign com- 
merce of the United States, was read the third time 
and passed. | 

The engrossed bill to alter the times of holding 
the courts of the western district of Virginia was 
read the third time, passed and sent to the senate 
for concurrence. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, on 
the Missouri bill—Mr. Tazlor’s motion to impose 

onthe proposed state, a restriction respecting slave- 
ry, being still under consideration 

Mr. Smyth,-of Virginia, resumed the argument 
which he commenced on Friday, against the re- 
striction, and spoke until near 6 o’clock; when, 

On motion of Mr. Reid, the committee rose, ob- 
tained leave to sit again; and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 1. The speaker laid before the 
house a report of the secretary of the treasury, on 
the subject of prohibiting the importation of cotton, 
woolen, and iron manufactures, and his opinion of 
the effect such prohibition will have on the revenue; 
made ir obedience to a resolution of the house, of 
the 4th ultimo. 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting co- 
pies of the receipts and expenditures of the United 
States, for the year 1818. 





- 


These communications were ordered to lie on 
the table, and the first to be printed. 

Mr. Pindali moved to amend the standing rules 
of the house, by adopting the following proposi- 
tion: 

“Stenographers who may be desirous to report 
the debates shall, previous to their admission to the 
tables within the house, swear that they will truly, 
and according to the best of their knowledge, with - 
out addition, diminution, or alteration, report, the 
debates, or so much thereof as they shall at any 
time publish; that, in every such report, they will, 


so far as is practicable, adhere as well to the lan- 


guage as to the purport or substance of the re- 
marks made by the members, and that they will not 
importune any member for, or receive from any 
member, directly or indirectly, advice or any writ- | 
ten note or memorandum, with intent therefrom 
to make any such report.” 

The proposition lies on the table one day of 
course. 

The house then again went into committee of 
the whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, onthe Missouri 
bill—the proposed restriction still under conside- 
ration. 

Mr, Reid, of Georgia, addressed the house ina 
speech of about half an hour, against the restric- 
tion. 

Mr. Clagett, of New Hampshire, followed on the 
other side of the question, and spoke about an hour 
in favor of the restriction. 

Mr. Dowse, of Massachusetts, succeeded, on the 
same side, and advocated the restriction near half 
an hour. 

Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, next rose, and, after a 
few remarks from him, indicative ofan intention to 
address the house on the question, he made a mo- 
tion for the committee to rise; when 

The committee rose, obtained leave to sit again; 
and 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 2. Mr. Kent, from the committee 
on the district of Columbia, reported a bill con- 
cerning the banks of the district of Columbia, [sub- 
stantially continuing certain charters until 1835; to 
prohibit the issue of notes below the denomination 
of five dollars; and providing that, if, previous to 
1825, a consolidation of certain banks shall take 
place, their charters shall be extended to the year 
1840.] The bill was twice read by its title, and 
committed. ; 

Mr. Strother offered the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United Statesof Americain coxgress assembled, 
That the secret journal of the old congress, from 
the date of the ratification of the definitive treaty of 
peace between the United States and Great Britain, 
in the year 1783, to the formation of the present go- 
vernment, now remaining in the office of the secre- 
tary of state, be published under the direction of 
the president of the United States, and that one 
thousand copies thereof be printed and deposited in 
the library, subject to the disposition of congress. 

The resolution having been twice read, Mr. Stro- 
ther moved that it be ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time to-morrow. 

This prompt course of proceeding was objected 
to—but Mr. Pinckney, of 8S. C. said, he was a mem- 
ber of the old-congress, and knew very well what 
the secret part of its journal contained, and, should 
it be ordered tobe published, the house would find 
that the little cost which the printing would incur 
would be well laid out. 


And after some remarks by other members, the 
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resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third) 
yeading. ‘ 

Mr. Pinckney rose to offer a resolution. He re- 
marked, that in the year 1812 the legislature of 
South Carolina passed a law to prevent duelling, 
which had had great effect in putting a stop to it; 
but it was discovered that, in certain cessions of 
territory in the harbor of Charleston and else- 
where, to the United States, the state has omitted 
to retain a proper jurisdiction over the ceded 
ground, upon which, consequently, the state au- 
thority could not go, either to prevent the viola- 
tion of the state laws, er arrest those who had fled 
from justice. With the view of remedying this evil 
he moved the adoption of the following resotution, 
which was read and agreed to. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider the expediency of restoring to all the states 
the jurisdiction of the territory ceded to them for, 
forts and arsenals, so far as respects the execution 
of state laws for the prevention and punishment of 
crimes, and recovery of debts. 

After the submission of several resolutions of 
no present importance to notice— ) 

The house then resumed, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Baldwinin the chair, the consideration 
of the restrictive amendment proposed to the 
Missouri bill. 

Mr. Ftandolph rose and addressed the committee 
nearly three hoursagainst the amendment; but had 
not concluded his remarks, when he gave way for 
a motion for the committee to rise; and 

The house adjourned. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. Mr. Ruggles, of Ohio, laid before 
the senate sundry resolutions of the legislature of 
Ohio, requesting the senators and representatives 
in congress from that state, to oppose the admission 
of slavery into any of the territories of the United 
States, or into any new state which shall be hereaf- 
ter admitted into the union; which resolutions were 
read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Thesenate resumed the consideration of this sub- 
ject—Mr. Burril?’s motion (offered yesterday ) still 
under consideration. 

Mr. Burrill withdrew his amendment for the pur- 
pose of allowing a different amendment te be of- 
fered; when, accordingly, 

Mr. Thomas, of Illinois, submitted the following 
additional section, as an amendment to the Missouri 
bill, (which, it will be recollected, it is proposed, 
by a report of the judiciary committee, to incorpo- 
rate with the Maine bill,) viz: 


—, 


House of representatives. Sundry communications 


| were received. Among them— 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmitting a report of the 
quarter-quarter general, with sundry statements of 
the sums claimed and paid to col. James Johnson, 
for transportation of the troops ordered up the Mis- 
souri river; rendered in obedience to the ¥esolu- 
tion of the 24th ult. adopted on the motion of Mr. 
Cocke. | 

After other business— ; 

The engrossed resolution authorising the publi- 
cation of the secret journal of the congress of the 
old confederation, ‘from the treaty of 1783 to the 
formation of the present constitution, was read a 
third time. 

A debate, of nearly two hours length arose on it, 
which resulted in a commitment of it to a select 
committee, for further consideration.* 


The house spent some time in committee of the 
whole, on the Missouri bill. Mr. Randolph spoke 
for some time, in continuation of the argument he 
commenced yesterday. When he concluded, the 
committee rose, on motion of Mr. Hardin, who is, 
according to usage, now entitled to the floor: and 
The house adjourned. 








—_— <-.— 


CHRONICLE. 


The slave question. The following resolutions 
have passed the house of assembly of New York, 
nearly unanimously— 
Whereas the inhibiting the further extention of 
slavery in these United States isa subject of deep 
concern among the people of this state; And where- 
as we consider slavery as an evil to be deplored, 
and that every constitutional barrier should be in- 
terposed to prevent its further extension; and that 
the constitution of the United States clearly gives 
congress the night torequire of new states not com- 
prised within the original boundaries of these 
United States, the prohibition of slavery, as a con- 
dition of their admission into the union—therefore, 

Htesolved, (if the honorable senate coucur here- 
in,) That our senators in congress be instructed, 
and our representatives be requested to oppose the 
admission asa state into the union, of any territory 
not comprised as aforesaid, without making the pro- 
hibition of slavery therein, an indispensable condi- 
tion of its admission; 

Résolved therefore, That the measures be taker 
by the clerk of this house, to transmit copies of 
the preceding resolution to each of our senators 


And be it further enacted, That in all that tract of and representatives in congress. 


country ceded by France to the United States, un- 
derthe name of Louisiana, which lies north of thir- 
ty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, 
excepting only such part thereof, as is included 
within the limits of the state contemplated by this 
act, there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary 


Oui0.—The following resolves have passed the 
general assembly: 

Whereas, the existence of slavery in our country 
has ever been deemeda great moraland political evil, 
and its tendency directly calculated to impair our 
national character, and materially affecting our na- 


servitude otherwise than in the punishment of|tional happiness, and inasmuch asthe extension of a 


crimes whereofthe party shall have been duly con- 


victed. Provided always, That any person escap- 
ing into the same, from whom labor or service is 
tavfally claimed in any state or territory of the 
United States, such fugitive may be lawfully re- 
ciocmed, and conveyed to the person claiming his 
‘labor or service as aforesaid,” 

{he amendment haying been read, the further 

consiceration of the subject was, on motion of Mr. 


propused to Monday next. 


slave population in the United States is fraught 
with the most fearful consequences to the perma- 
nency and durability of our republican institutions; 
and whereas, the subject of the admission of slavery 
in the new state of Missouri is at this time before 
the congress of the U. States:—Therefore, 


-_—— — 
--= 


*In this debate, the editors of the Intelligencer 
say—‘The Missouri question was visible through 
its whole texture.” The why is not given—per- 








other business transacted was unimportant.| haps, some points in the journalsmay bear upon it. 





~nate adjourned until Monday next. 
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Resolved, by the general assembly of the state of Ohio, | 


That our senators and fepresentatives in congress 
be requested to use their zealous endeavors to pre- 
vent the adoption of so odious and dangerous a mea- 
sure. 

Resolved further, That his excellency the govern- 
or be instructed to send a copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolution to each of our senators 
and representatives in the congress of the United 
States. 

The sufferers at Savannah. There seems every 
where to bean active benevolence to lessen the 
distresses occasioned by the late fire at Savannah. 
In most of our principal cities and towns,extensive 
committees have been appointed to solicit subscrip- 
tions—and at public meetings of the people of New 
York and Baltimore, committees were appointed to 
wait upon the corporations, with a request that 
the city authorities would grant ‘immediate. re- 
lief—but the city councils, in both cases, decided 
that the charters would not authorise such disburse- 
ments of the city moneys. 

Military executions. It is said that col. King has 
been found guilty, by a court martial, of ordering 
his deserters shot, &c. and sentenced to be suspend- 
ed for five years, which sentence has been sent to 
the president by gen. Jackson. 

Sixteen pirates coudemned.—A letter from New 
Orleans, dated Ist Jan. states that, on the 30th of 
December, judge Hall, of the U. S. district court, 
pronounced sentence of death on the 16 pirates ta- 
ken at Barrataria some time since by captain Loo- 
mis. To prevent any attempt to rescue them from 
the hands ef justice, the military turned out to 
guardthem. They are to be hanged on the 27th 
of next May, unless pardoned by the president. 
Aiter the judge had finished pronouncing sentence 
upon the hardened wretches, several of them cried 
out, in open court, “murder, by G—d;” and in no 
respect did they appear to be in the least affeeted. 
The letter adds, there isa patrole kept up by the 
citizens every night to prevent any conspiracy, 
which it is feared, may be formed, to effect their es- 
cape. 

Com. Perry. The officers of our squadron in 
the Mediterranean have been requested by com. 
Stewart, to wear crape onthe left arm for one month, 
as a testimony of respect to the memory of com- 
modore Perry. 

The United States’ frigate Congress was in An- 

ier Road, on the 20th September last—all well. 
She had two ships under convoy, one for Manilla, 
the other for Canton. 

The Columbus 74 is now nearly ready forsea. Et 
ig generally believed that she is bound to the Me- 
diterranean,—others, suppose she is destined for 
the Pacific. . 

Toleration’ The New Hampshire Patriot informs 
us that it isa standing rule in Dartmouth college, to 
admit no person as a student who is a fireemason, 
except he disowns his connection with them, and 
to doubly disgrace the student who shall become 
one after he has entered the college. We did not 
suppose that there was any thing of this sort in the 
U.States. How would the little things who pre- 
scribed or hold on to these rules, have bowed in the 

resence of WasHINneron, who was zealously attach- 
ed tothe order! 

Murder. A Mr: Thomas Hancock, of Edgfield, 
district, S. C. was lately killed by two of his slaves, 
one of whom confessed the fact, to relieve his own 
conscience. The deceased was shot ashe was get- 
ting into bed. One of the slaves is condemned to 
be burnt to death, the other to be hung. 


, 





Another.—A young man at Lawrenceburg, Ohio, 
who was to be married the next day, was shot 
through the head, and instantly killed, by another, 
who demanded that he should resign his intended 
bride, which he refused to do. , 

Died, at Manchester, Va. on the 24th ult. gen. 
Thomas Parker—a soldier of the revolution. 

recently, in Watertown, Mass. capt. John 
George, aged 69; and at Marblehead, capt. William 
Crowninshield, aged 86, soidiers of the revolution 
and pensioners under the act of March, 1818 ° 

at Newport, R.I. on the 29th ult. William 
Ellery, esq. in the 95d year of his age. He was one 
of the signers of the declaration of independence. 


New York. Ata meeting “ofthe friends of the 
state administration” at Albany, on the 26th ult. De 
Witt Clinton was unanimously agreed upon to be 
supported for governor of the state of New York; 
John Tayler, was in like manner agreed upon for 
lieut. gov. 


Law case. The Boston Patriot contains a long 
law case interesting to importers of tea. It appears 
that a quantity of Congo tea was imported into New 
York, in the ship Ontario, and paid dutiesas Bohea 
teas; but, on being sent to Boston, was seized by 
the collector on an alleged difference from the 
entry. Notwithstanding it were proved by witnes- 
ses from New York that such teas had been of late 
years repeatedly entered as Bohea, yet the court, 
after much deliberation, declared the act fraudulent, 
and decreed a forfeiture of the tea in question. 


Pennsylvania.—A committee was raised in the se- 
nate of this state to enquire into the extent and 
causes of the present general distress. Their re~ 
port is a most able one, and we will give it entire, 
as soon as we can. The vile banking’ system is 
justly reprehended as the foundation of calamity, 
and a precious history of this mania in Pennsylvania 
is given. Means are recommended to limit the 
spread of ruin by those banks which yet remain, ae 
the best way of relieving the public distres s;alss 
recommending loans to individuals by the common- 
wealth. 


Arkansaw. The first election for a delegate to 
congress was recently held in this territory. ‘There 
were five candidates, who had respectively 401, 
343, 222, 155 and 138 votes. James W. Bates, esq. 
having 401, was elected. Whole.number of votes 
given 1263. 


A wild goose chase.— At the early dawnofthanks- 
giving day, Mr. Eliphalet Thayer, of Dorchester, 
took his gun and went to Neponset river with the 
purpose of getting a shot at gulls. Hesaw seven 
wild geese in the river, at which he fired, and hit the 
gander so asto break his wing The other geese 
immediately flew; but the call of the gander 
brought them down again, so that he had the chance 
of firing again, and killed the old goose, and one of 
the young; the four others rose, but the wounded 
gander by his calls scrved asa decoy, and they 
again alighted by him. The third shot crippled 
another. Mr. T.then took a boat, and from it kil- 
led two as they rose to fly; and soon after shot the 
seventh.—He returned home to his breakfast, about 
9 o’clock, bringing his seven geese, which weighed 
about eight pounds each, and produced him Bere 
3ibs of feathers.— Salem Gazette. 


Charleston, January 27.—We have seen a speci- 
men of white marble, recently discovered in Spar- 
tenburg district, about five miles from Broad river. 
It is acknowledged to be very superior; and its 
grain is said to surpass that of the Italian marble. 
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GOVERNOR’S: MESSAGE, ed. The measurestaken for presenting them, and 
To the senate and house of representatives of the com for the delivery of the gold medals, directed wm the 


monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Frttow cirizens—The annual meeting of the 
legislature affords a periodical recognition of the 
rights of the people to self-government, and a prac- 
tical illustration of its policy. Thisinvaluable prin- 
ciple we are bound to uphold, no less from motives 
of interest, than those of veneration for the memo- 
ries of our fathers, by whom it was established and 
transmitted to us. 


It has hitherto been successful!y maintained 
through the vicissitudes of peace and war; the most 
sanguine expectations of the genuine friends of 
American independence have been more than ac- 
complished, and the advocates of the equal rights 
of man, throughout the world, have ceased to doubt 
of the strength and durability of republican govern- 
ment. 

An enlightened and patriotic administration of 
the federal government has elevated its character 
abroad, while it has realized the hopes and secured 
the confidence of the people at home. 

Pennsylvania, as a member of the union, and a 
separate commonwealth, affords inducements to the 
exercise of virtue and industry, and security for 
life, liberty and property. 

These blessings, and the degree of health enjoy- 
ed under the auspices of divine Providence in the 

interior of the state, and the exemption of our me- 
tropolis from contagious and malignant diseases, de- 
mand our grateful acknowledgments. 

The various duties devolved upon the executive 
during the recess by the acts of the legislature, have 
received due attention, and have either been per- 
formed or are ina regular course of execution. 

The commissioners appointed by law for the 
erection of the state capitol, have entered into an 
agreement with an architect to complete the build- 
ing; a copy of which they will lay before you, ac- 
companied by a report on the subject. 

A communication from the governor of the state 
of Maryland, in relation to the alleged obstructions 
in the Stsguehanna, by the Susquehanna canal 

company, also a report from the commissioners of 
the Union canal company, representing the failure 
of their efforts to obtain further subscriptions for 
that important work, have been received, copies of 
which will be submitted to you. 

The commissioners appointed to explore a route 
for a canal to unite the waters of Cickesalungo, Co- 
nestoga and French creek, have not commenced that 
work, in consequence of the insufficiency of the 
compensation provided by law. It is however 
expected that they will ascertain the depression 
from the top of the lowest of the dividing ridges, 
and examine the supply of water, which will enable 
them to decide upon the practicability of the con- 
nexion, and that they will report the result in the 
early part of the session. 

The silver medals, directed by a resolution of the 
Jegislature, adopted the Slst ef January, 1814, to 


be procured and presented to those citizens of 


same resolution, shall be the subject of a future 
communication. 


The provisions of the act passed the 29th day of 
March last, entitled, “A supplement to the act en- 


titled; “An act regulating banks,” have not been 
carried into effect against any of the banks of the 
commouwealth, though it is probable that their 


operations may have been in some degree influ- 
enced by its existence. It is understood that seve- 
ral of them have not been able to maintain their is- 
sues of paper upon a specie basis, and the stock- 
holders have determined to wind up and dissolve 
their institutions; and others have suspended their 
operations for the present, with perhaps a similar 
and laudable intent. But whether we regard the 
conduct of those concerned in the management of 
banks, or the force of public opinion, there is little 
reason te apprehend thata recurrence by any bank, 
to an issue of paper upon any other than a specie 
basis, will either be attempted, or if attempted, ac- 
quiesced in. As long as that standard is preserved, 
it is worthy of deliberate consideration, whether it 
may not be most prudent to permit the fluctuating 
paper of our different banks to find its level through 
natural, rather than artificial channels. In some 
parts ef the state there is an inequality in the cur- 
rentwalue of the paper of the banks which pay 
specie promptly for their notes. However desira- 
ble it may be to have a perfect uniformity in the 
paper of those banks, it is very doubtful whether 
any adequate remedy for the inconvenience can be 
expected from legislative efforts. The regulation 
of the currency, is a power delegated by the con- 
stitution to the national government: but the sub- 
ject is of momentous concern to the state govern- 
ments; and whatever measure, within the sphere of 
the powers reserved to them, may be calculated to 
give stability and permanency to the established 
standard of value in our country, cannot fail to re- 
ceive the deliberate and serious attention of an en- 
lightened legislature. The annual reports from the 
banks, directed by law to be made to the legisla- 
ture, will give more practical information on the 
subject, and enable them to determine with more 
certainty, what further regulations it might be pro- 
per to adopt. 

In turning our attention to the general state of 
domestic economy, it will be perceived that the 
present period is one of peculiar difficulty. Whe- 
ther the pressure for pecuniary resources and ge- 
neral stagnation of business so much complained of, 
proceeds from the improper extension and misap- 
plication of bank credits; excessive importations 
and consumption of foreign merchandize, heighten- 
ed by the depression in the price of domestic pro- 
ducts and land; the sudden reduction of bank loans; 
the great depreciation of notes issued by banks that 
have suspended business; the general distrust of 
creditors and money lenders, and consequent fail- 
ure of private credit to afford its usual and necessa- 
ry aid, or from all these combined with other causes; 
there can be but little diversity of opinion as to the 





Pennsylvania, who gallantly volunteered on board 
Vor. XVIT.——28. 





most efi.cicnt and appropriate relief. The subject, 
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therefore demands the most serious consideration supply of the principal comforts and necessaries of 
of the guardians of the public welfare. 7 life. The community wherein the greatest diver- 
An attentive examination of passing events will|sity of appropriate pursuits is encouraged, will feel 
justify the conclusion, that notwithstanding many jleast sensibly the unfavorable vicissitudes to which 
discouragements, there is reason to believe that the | all employments are occasionally exposed. 
general distress has arrived at its greatest height;} The limited powers of the state government do 
and while itadmonishes us that human happiness is;not admit of an extensive plan for the encourage- 
not free from alloy, it exhibits nothing to excite|ment of those branches of industry, that are ex- 
further alarm or create despondency. posed to a foreign competition; but next to securing 
The prevailing disposition so strongly manifested; by commercial regulations the advantage of the 
among the people in every part of the common-|/home market, the most beneficial measure will be 
wealth to substitute the consumption of domestic;to stimulate improvements in the skill of our astists, 
products and fabrics in place of foreign, must, if|4#nd remove the prejudices: which oppose the gene- 
persevered in, give a new spring to many import-jral use of our domestic fabrics. Witha view to 
ant and productive branches of internal industry;}this object, it is recommended to encourage the 
while the determination no less prevalent to cur-|erganization of societies in the several counties, 
tail unnecessary expenses, at the same time will|solely for the purpose of promoting agriculture, 
greatly contribute to relieve individual embarrass-|manufactures and domestic economy; and that a 
ments. When those who are involved in debt, shall|sum of money be paid to them from the state trea- 
have reduced their expenditures within their in-jsury, to be distributed by their direction, under 
ceme, and recommenced in whatever degree the|proper modifications, in premiums forthe advance- 
payment of their debts, the apprehension of credi-;ment of the various branches of internal industry 
tors and the pressure upon debtors, will in the same/and economy, best suited to the soil, climate and 
proportion be relieved; credit will gradually revive,}the condition of the people in the respective dis- 
and a restoration of confidence may be expected to/tricts. The time is propitious for the efficacy of 
cause dormant funds, now locked up by suspicion/such associations; and while the charge upon the 
and distrust, to flow in their accustomed channels.|treasury would be inconsiderable, the effect of such 
As a further effect of the same causes, we may con-|a stimulus upon a laudable emulation natural to the 
fidently anticipate a diminution in the sales and sa-/human mind, would be sensibly felt in the forma- 
crifices of property, together with an increased |tion of new habits, and in giving an impulse to those 
ability on the part of purchasers and consequent|pursuits which contribute not less to the perma- 
rise in the price of land: the mass of depreciated| nent prosperity of the community, than to the per- 
bank notes will find their way by the payment of|fection of our national independence. 
debts, into the banks from which they issued; and} On the subjects of education, marriage, the ju- 
itis hopec that when any portion of the people shallj diciary, militia and internal improvements, I refer 
be relieved from their embarrassments, the forma-|you to my communication to the legislature at the 
tion of other habits in the mean time, aided by theirj opening of their last session. As, however, itis of 
experience of the fatal system of business’ which|great importance to ascertain with precision the 
has produced so much evil, will thereafter ensure ajextent of improvement to which our inland navi- 
more cautious and prosperous course. gation is susceptible, I would repeat my recom- 
But whatever may be our reliance upon these|mendation that a board of commissioners be ap- 
operations, as the natural ard necessary progress}pointed, to make surveys and to take the level of 
of affairs ina state possessed of so many substantial|our principal streams, report the practicability of 
resources, I submit itto your consideration whether|rendering them navigable, and connecting them 
it woulda not be practicable and expedient for the|/by canals soas to unite the waters of the western 
commonwealth to co-operate in the general effort|lakes with the tide water of the Delaware near 
to revive credit and arrest the progress of distress.} Philadelphia, accompanied with plans and esti- 
It is believed that a sum of money might be drawn) mates of the expense of execution. The informa- 
from comparative inactivity by means of the credit|tion that might, without much expense, be there- 
of the state, to constitute the fund of a Joan office,|by acquired, would be highly beneficial; and if the 
from which loans might be made upon landed secu-| measure should be found practicable, as its aecom- 
rity. This would not only prevent many sacrifices) plishment would contribute nearly to the equal ac- 
of propezty by legal process, but essentially 2id in]commodation of our constituents, no sectional jea- 
giving new life and activity to numerous pursuits of|lousy can exist against bringing the resources of 
productive industry, and facilitate the progress of|the state into operation, whenever they may be re- 
restoration from the embarrassments that now sur-|quired for the purpose. : 
round us. When we consider the proximity ofthe sources 
But it is no less necessary to guard against the!of the eastern and western navigable waters of 
return of evil, than to devise measures of present}Pennsylvania and the probability that a direct wa- 
relicf: eur exertions to acquire property are more|ter communication may be made by their connexion 
generally the offspring of necessity than choice:/through the state from the Atlantic shores to the 
aud while a portion of our population incline, either} waters of the vast regions of the western states and 
from habit or prejudice, to prefer the fabrics of fo-|territories, we can hardly overrate the magnitude 
reign to those of domestic manufacture, it will be/of the object that opens to eur view and invites 
on important duty of the government to endeavor/our enterprize, or the greatness of the reward that 
to improve the arts of economy, and encourage the/awaits us by its completion. 
developement of our internal resources, as indis-} The commissioners appointed by the state of Vir- 
pensable to our future prosperity. ginia, Kentucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania, to exa- 
Whatever doubts may exist as to the policy of|mine the obstructions in the navigation of the Obio 
our becoming an extensively manufacturing peo-jriver, have lately made a report to me, copies of 
ple, the experience of a few past years must have} which are herewith transmitted. It is accompanied 
satisfied every discerning mind, that the only safe|with drafts and plots, with explanatory notes, 
reliance is upon our own resources, ingenuity and |evincing the ability and assiduity of the commis- 
enterprise, which are altogether adequate to the /sioners in executing the duties assigned them. Co- 
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pies of these shall also be laid before you, as early 
as they can be prepared. They containa detailed 
description of the nature and extent of the obstruc- 


tions, which it appears can be overcome or remov- 
_edat acomparatively small expense; and the bene- 


fits that would arise therefrom are so fully set forth 
in the report, that they will, I trust, induce the le- 
gislature to adopt the measure it recommends. 
Whether we view the immediate advantages that 
would fluw to Pennsylvania, and especially to our 
western city and country, by its adoption, or consi- 
der the improvement as an important branch in the 
extensive system of inland navigation alluded to, 
there is no object ofinternal improvement to which 
an appropriation of the amount suggested by the 


- commissioners could be more beneficially applied. 


The state being deeply interested in the improve- 


“ment of the navigation of the river Schuylkill, I 


was induced in the month of June last to view part 
of the works that were erected by the company in- 
corporated for the purpose. Some of the dams 
that had been erected were considerably injured 


by the last spring freshets, but it is understood that 


they have been repaired, with improvements for 
their future security. The circumstance has nei- 


. ther abated the zeal of the company, nor diminished | 


confidence in the utility of the plan of improve- 
ment they have adopted; and the work is progress- 


_ing with an activity that does great creditto the 


enlightened spirit of enterprize with which it was 
undertaken. 

A company was incorporated in July last, for the 
purpose of making a lock navigation in the river 


Monongahela. It is not ascertained whether they 


have commenced the prosecution of the work, or 
what are the prospects as to its ultimate success. 
It may be proper to state, that if the companies 
incorporated for the purpose of improving our in- 
land navigation, were directed by law to make an- 
nual reports to the executive, of the expense and 
progress of their respective works, some time pre- 
vious to the meeting of the legislature, much prac- 


tical information might thereby be collected and 


usefully diffused, on a subject upon which we have 
hitherto had but little experience. 

‘rhe completion of several turnpike roads, autho- 
rized by law to be made, and especially those lead- 
ing directly from the western and northern parts 
of the state to Philadelphia, would be attended with 
important and immediate advantages, and be great- 


3 ly facilitated by additional aid from the treasury of 
_the commonwealth. The completion of some of 


the sections of those roads has involved the respec- 
tive companies, as well as individuals, ip heavy pe- 
cuniary embarrassments; and as it is believed that 
this has arisen, more from their disposition to ac- 
complish objects of public utility, than with a view 


.to their private interests, it would be proper to re- 


lieve them. 
The repeated violation of the laws for the sup- 
pression of vice and immorality, evinces the neces- 


sity of some efficient measures being adopted for 


their faithful execution. The breaches of the Sab- 


bath, and the practice of horse racing, with their ac- 


companying vices, and others of a demoralizing 
tendency, are openly committed with impunity. 
The resiraining of vice, und inculcation of virtue, 
are among the highest.and most solemn duties that 
app rtain toa republican government; to effect 
which, as well as to sustain our political institutions, 
it is indispensable that the dominion of the laws be 
maintained. 

I cannot forbear to urge upon your attention the 


-hecessity of some provision for the punishment of 


the crime of kidnapping, more adequate to the 
prevention of the offence, as well as more propor- 
tioned to other punishments for crimes of inferior 
grade. It is a melancholy fact, that our laws regard 
the stealing of ahorse a more henious offence than 
that of stealing a man. 

In pursuance cf the act of congress. for arming 
and equipping the whole body of the militia, the 
United States have delivered since the last session 
of the legislature, to the armorer at Meadville, as 
appears by his report, five field pieces of six pound 
bail, with carriages and implements complete for 
six pieces: also three thousand two hundred and 
eighty muskets and bayonets, in part of the quota of 
arms due this state. The United States had not at 
the city of Pittsburg in May last, rifles to supply 


Pennsylvania with five hundred, according to the 


request of the legislature: but from the intimation 
of the major of ordnance at that city, there is rea- 
son to believe they will be furnished in. the course 
of the next year. On obtaining information that 
the powder remaining in the arsenal at Meadville 
was ina perishing state, I directed the armorer to 
sell it, and pay the proceeds of the sale into the 
State treasury. 


It is expected that the adjutant general will] short” 
ly be able to procure a return of the militia, the 
number and condition of the arms, military stores 
and camp equipage, belonging to the common- 
wealth; which will, when received, be laid before 
you. It has, however, been already ascertained, 
that an additional appropriation will be necessary 
to complete the repairs and cleaning ofthe arms in 
the several state arsenals 


The accounting and treasury departments will, 
in conformity to law, report to you a statement of 
the finances of the commonwealth, and a detailed 
account of the receipts and expenditures at the 
treasury, for the year ending on the 30th November 
last, exhibiting a balance in the treasury of $39,591 
40 cents; from which, and an especial report-from 
the auditor general made to me, a copy of which is 
herewith transmitted, it will appear that the pro- 
ceeds of several brauches of revenue have been 
dimimshed, and that a considerable portion of the 
appropriations towards objects of internal improve- 
ments made by laws enacted several years since, 
have been paid within the year. There are still 
large balances of such appropriations unpaid, part 
of which may be immediately demanded, and the re- 
mainder probably within the next and two suc- 
ceeding years; which renders it indispensable to 
resort to further loans in order to sustain the plight- 
ed faith of the commonwealth. 


These reports will also show that the annu- 
al revenues exceed the annual expenses of 
the government, by an amount sufficient to pay 
the interest on the debt already incurred, and 
such further loans as may be necessary to meet ex- 
isting engagements for the ensuing year; aid, to 
a certain extent, internal improvements, and other 
objects for the promotion of the public welfare, 
and also constitute a fund for the gradual! redemp- 
tion of the debtcreated. The unexpended apprr- 
priations will probably notall be paid before some 
of the former loans become due; and as the situa- 
tion of the finances may not warrant their reim- 
bursement at the stipulated periods, unless specific 
provisions be made for the purpose, [ submit for 
your consideration the propriety of anticipating 
their payment, and protracting the time for the de- 
mand on the treasury, by authorizing another loan 





for the whele amount, and issuing steck for the 


ou 


404 NILES’ REGISTER---FEBRUARY 5, 1820---MISSOURI QUESTION. 


——a 





——— 





same, redeemable after a given period, at the plea- 
sure of the commonwealth. 

In pursuance of an act of the legislature of the 
29th of March last, a loan was negociated with the 
bank of Penysylvania, on the 19th of April, for 
$50,000; on the 17th of June, for $40,000; and on 


the 29th of October for the like sum, at the rate of} 


six per Cent, per annum, payable within four years, 
in such instalments, as in the opinion of the govern- 
or the finances of the state may justify. 

The trusts confided by our fellow-citizens to the 
several branches of the government, are at once 
honorable and arduous; in the discharge of which 
they havea right to expect from us the exercise of 
vigilance and wisdom, and also that we inculcate, 
by-precept and example, the spirit of benevolence 
and all the virtues of social life; and thereby de- 
monstrate, that the dismission of party jealously 
and rancour is not incompatible with an adherence 
to pelitical principle. 


WM. FINDLAY. 
Harrisburg, December, 10 1819 
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Missouri Question. 
DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 

“Monday Jan. 17. The senate having resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the admission of 
Maine into the union, with the amendment re- 
ported thereto, which embraced the case of Mis- 
souri also— 

Mr. Roberts of Pennsylvania, moved to amend the 
said amendment by adding thereto the following: 

“Provided, that the further introduction into 
said state ef persons to be held to slavery or in- 
voluntary servitude within the same, sliall be ab- 
solutely and irrevocably prohibited.” 

This said amendment having been read— 

Mr. Hoderis said his objection to the order fol- 
lowed in the introdaction of this bill, was a serious 
one. Irregularity in legislative proceedings ought 
always to beavoided, but more especially on a 
question laying the foundations of a great communi- 
ty. Ihave thought, said he, and still think, (with 
deference to the decision had,) it has been an un- 
fortunate course, and that this will be more appa- 
rent as we progress, Many remarks which fell 
from gentlemenin the discussion hitherto had, now 
invite reply. I have taken some care to arrange 
my thoughts for that purpose: but I have deter- 
mined to withbold them at this time. The subject 
we are entering upon is one of great magnitude; 
claiming the coolest exercise of the facu!ties of the 
understanding, and the absence from the mind of 
all sorts of passion, I very much desire to avoid 
touching any and every subject however pertinent, 
calculated to awaken impatience or dissatisfaction, 
or to use language which may be justly excepted 
to, as incompatible with this declaration. 

It has sometimes been permitted, in God’s provi- 
dence, that a people should deliberately fix the 
great principles of their polity, under circumstan- 
ces happily calculated to secure to themselves 
and their posterity the high blessings of his bene- 
volent justice, so as to promise the fulfilment of 
the great end for which he created man—happ'- 

“ness. Such was the occasion when these states 
declared themselves free and inelependent; such 
was that that secured to the people of the north west- 
ern territory the fundamental principles of civil 
and religious liberty; and such let me observe, and 
not Jeast in im portance, is that on which we are de- 
liberating. The people of these happy states were 

-the first who proclaimed before the universe, «that 





all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain unalienable rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness: that, to secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men, deriving their just pow- 
ers from the consent of the governed.” I pray 
you, sir, go back with me to the memorable era 
of which I am speaking. How stood the affairs 
of our ancestors when they adopted tiese truths 
as the maxims of their policy? The power of one 
of the mightiest nations of the earth was raised to 
crush them; that power was directed by a vindic- 
tive spirit of an incensed king and parliament, and 
prejudiced people. A large mass of the people of 
America adhered to the mother country, ready to 
become her willing instruments in the worst scenés 
of the sanguinary conflict. The states were with- 
out government, without allies, without revenue, 
without arms, without military organization. In 
such a state of things, under such circumstances, 
they called the Supreme judge of the world to wit- 
ness that, as to them, his laws had been violated, 
and it had become their duty to resist oppression, 
and on the purity of their motives they invoked 
the protecting arm of his providence, and plight- 
ed their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor 
to vindicate the truth, that governments ought to 
secure to all men the unalienable rights of life, li- 
berty, and the pursuit of happiness. What a prodi- 
gy! Truths that the speculative philosopher and 
retired ‘philanthropist had hardly ventured to in- 
dulgé, were now proclaimed, as the bright gem 
which was to be obtained cheaply, at the cost of 
every danger man could encounter. All that was 
before wonderful sunk into littleness. The faint- 
ing hopes of humanity were revived; the world 
was irradiated by the blaze of truth; it was the 
voice of justice crying from the wilderness, with- 
er the arm of tyranny had banished her—Despair 
not ye oppressed nations! my temples are not eve- 
ry where desolate: there isstill a people determin- 
ed and able to vindicate my empire! The pledge 
they gave was redeemed: The arm of that provi- 
dence, besought with all the fervency of the prayers 
of suffering virtue, was extended to good men, en- 
gaged in a just cause, who had sworn to establish 
the great principles of social liberty, or fall willing 
victims in the high attempt. The oppressor was 
humbled to acknowledge our country was, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent. Magnani- 
mous allies had been obtained during the contest, 
and the recognition of the independence of ourcoun- 
try by Britain, removed the last caveat to our ad- 
mission into the community of nations. History in- 
forms us, though independence and peace has been 
atchieved, still much remains to be done by a wise 
policy and just laws, to secure the benefit of ‘the 
great principles consecrated at the birth of our 
political community. 

In 1787 an occasion offered more felicitous than 
that with which the faculties of sovereign power 
were assumed, to apply the just social principles 
unanimously recognized by the great act of the con- 
gress of 1776. The cession of the north western terri- 
tory by the several states claiming it, in full sove- 
reignty to the United States, gave to the old con- 
gress an opportunity of shewing that peace and 
security had not weakened their faith in, or Jessen- 
ed their attachment to the principles of the great 
corner stone ef all our laws and constitutions— 
the declaration of independence. That instru- 
ment had the unanimous vote of the representa- 
tives of all the states: there was no geographical 
distinctions then: slave-holding and non-slave-hold- 
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ing states were not thought of. By one simultane- | 
ous act the congress declared, and the states ratifi- 

ed the declaration—that governments were estab- 

lished to secure the enjoyment of individual rights, 

deriving their just authority from the consent of 

the governed. 

At that time, let it be remembered, all the states 
contained slaves, and all the states declared, before 
the Supreme Judge of the world, that slavery was 
a violation of bis truth, and admitted the binding 
obligation to remedy the’ wrong when possible. 
Now, let us recur to the ordinance of ’87 > and the 
articles of compact it contains.. I can do it justice 
in no other language than that declaring its pur- 
pose as laid down by the wise and good men who 
conceived and gave it effect. Thus it reads:~“And 
for extending the fundamental principles of civil | 
and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon 
these republics, their Jaws, and constitutions are 
erected; to fix and establish those principles, asthe 
basis of ali laws, constitutions and governments, 
which forever hereafter, shall be formed in said terri- 
tory; to provide also for the establishment of states 
and permanent government therein, and for their 
admission to a share in the federal councils, on an 
equal footing with the original states, at as early 
periods as may be consistent with the general inte- 
rest.” Look at the scope and character of this de- 
claration, Here, indeed, the great self-evident 
truths of which I have been speaking, were ap- 
plied in full effeet to a virgin territory, unstained 
by the vices, untainted by the errors, and unembar- 
rassed by the mistaken notions of interest, incident 
to human society. They were the laws of God, 
applied toa country before it had been peopled, 
by a wise foresight, which has been often displayed 
under the guidance of a kind Providence, by the 
councils of our country. At the era of indepen- 
dence, the wholesome maxims of policy recognized 
ceuld not have their full effect, because, in the in- 
fancy of our settlements, the curse of slavery had 
been entailed on us by a blinded and unkind mo- 
ther country. All that virtue could require was, 
that so inveterate a disease should be relieved, by 
applying diligently discreet correctives, and, above 
all, uarding against the extension of the evil. Thus 
do we find, four years after peace had been settled, 
on cool deliberation, the federal council seized the 
first opportunity of planting the fundamental prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty, like seed sown 
in a soil received, as it were, from the hand of the 
Creator, where they designed them to flourish in 
eternal vigor, and spread their fragant branches 
throughthe world. This mighty stroke of a wise 
policy was had under the utmost freedom from ail 
bias of selfishness and of constraint. 

The great men who executed this trust, looked 
not at the bearings of interest, or to the gratification 
of an unworthy ambition. The ordinance declares a 
second time, that slavery was viewed asa great evil, 
and one, for the existence of which, the people of 
that day were not accountable. That states, who 








found themselves under the sad necessity of per- | 
mitting its continuance, might, at the same time, | 
without inconsistency, declare again and again, all 
men are created equal. This immortal ordinance, 
which, with its elder sister, the declaration of inde- 
pendence, will shed eternal and unextinguishable 
lustre over the annals of our eountry, was also 
adopted by an unanimous vote. It was aye, aye, 
from New Hampshire to Georgia. Here again there 
was no geographical distinction. Inthis act of im- 
perishable virtue, Virginia had the largest Share. 
She ceded the most extensive and best founded | 





right to the territory. ‘She left congress free to 
impress on it the fundamental principles of civil and 
religious liberty. She gave her ready voice for the 
ordinance, and it is believed her representatives 
were among the most ardent advocates for the mea- 
sure. I cannot look into the provisions of the arti- 
cles of compact, without burning with admiration 
of their principles, and the wisdom and virtue by 
which they have been consecrated. There are no 
marginal notes or I would briefly recount them. The 
rights of the untutored Indian were guaranteed, 
and, in the goodness and wisdom of the legisla- 
tor, it was left open to his hopes that his posterity 
might one day enjoy the blessings of the rights they 
secured. these blessings, Mr. President, have been 
already consecrated to three stars of your constella- 
tion, that will soon take rank as of the first magni- 
tude. Ohio will probably appear in that character 
atthe nextcensus. Ihave spoken of the ordinance 
of *87, as applying to a territory. But of what 
mighty magnitude is it! It is fitted to contain a 
mightier population than the mightiest of the old 
continents. Ifits history was not insulated by ‘more 
comprehensive events, it might now stand as the 
world’s best hope. In this instrument it was not 
necessary to repeat that all men are created 
equal; that was already inscribed on the corner 
stone of all your laws and polity. It was here 
enough to say, no man should be a slave, and that 
every man should have an equal share of civil and 
religious liberty by the decree of unchangeable 
justice. So far we discover no holding back, all 
is one consistent, just, enlightened, and unvarying 
policy. Every thing seems to have been done in 
the divine spirit, breathed by the representatives 
of an oppressed people, in the declaration of inde- 
pendence, : 

About this period it became necessary to form a 
more perfect union, and the constitution, framed by 
an assembly in which Washington presided, seemed 
to have put the last hand to the work which placed 
on animmoeveable foundation the fundamental prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty, whereon our re- 
publics, their laws and constitutions are erected. 
That instrument, framed with almost superhuman 
intelligence, clothed the congress with all legisia- 
tive power granted in it, and with power to make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the ter- 
ritory belonging to the United States; and all en- 
gagements were declared to beas valid against the 
United States underthe constitution, as under the 
confederation. Among the first acts of the new 
congress, is one providing that the ordinance of ’87 | 
should continue to have full effect. At the forma- 
tion of the constitution this ordinance must have 
been wellunderstood. It was enacted a little time 
anterior to the adjournment of the convention, and 
was the harbinger of the great compact of union. 
The councils from which they emanated were 
clothed with the power, and represented the mua- 
jesty of the people, and it was impossible that the 
compromise resorted to by the convention, in set- 


| tling the rule of representation and taxation, should 


not have been considered as applicable only to the 


} 29 ° . 
States then existing, and to those which might be 


admitted out of the territory of the good old thir: 
teen. The same obligation of duty, consistency, 
and regard to right, which induced the old con- 
gressto prohibit slavery in the north-western terri- 
tory, could not have been inoperative in the con- 
vention, as many states had long betore abolished 
slavery; and nobody seems then to have thought it 
admissible only undef hard necessity. 

I think it will scarcely be contended that, in ’87, 
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any of our councils could have contemplated the 
purchase of the territory which presents the great 
question on which we are now deliberating, or that 
such a question could have grown out of such an 


The necessity for the free navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi compelled us to acquire jurisdiction at least 
over it and the island of Orleans; they, however, 
were notto be had only as connected with the im- 
mense region of Louisiana, the limits of which we 
yet hardly know. Whocould have porns at the 
time it was ceded, it would at this time be contend- 
ed in the congress, that it should be overspread 
with a slave population, and thus unsettle the com- 
promise, had in the constitation, in the delicate fea- 
ture of representation. Originally, the compact 
was liberal towards the slave holding states. Inour 
‘progress, they have been almost exempted from 
yielding the equivalent stipulated, in direct taxa- 
tion. The burdens of the impost revenue are by 
no means equal, as a free population must consume 
more than one formed nearly one halfofslaves. But, 
as God is my judge, I am entirely indisposed to 
touch or comphin of the fair operation of the com- 
pact. Lhope, devoutly, we may long continue ex- 
empt from direct taxes. The non-slave holding 
- states will continue to do, as they have done cheer- 
fully, all that good faith and an attachment te the 
union enjoins onthem. Though on them the bar- 
gain works hardly, they will, when it be_requisite, 
add their blood and treasure, pledged to protect 
their co-states from domestic violence. But here 
they ought to stop; and further, it is hoped, there 
will be no dispositionto drive them. For myself, I 
never can consent my representatives should vote 
with those representing property beyond the bounds 
of the old United States, further than we have al- 
ready gone. 

The amendment reported by the committee, if 
it be unmodified, presents this question: Shall a ter- 
ritory, foreign to that which composed the parties 
to the constitution, be admitted as a member into 
the union, on terms disparaging to our institutions, 
and for which there is not evena precedent. No 
state has been yet adm::ted into the union who has 
not been required to recognize in her constitution 
at least, the principles of religious liberty; and four 
have been admitted who have been required, by ir- 
revocable compact, to establish civil, as wellas re- 
ligious liberty. But now, for the first time, the pre- 
tence of exemption from these wholesome and sa- 
lutary recognitions is set up. I wish it to be under- 
stood, Iam willing and anxious to see Missouri a 
state; all I wish is, that she may be admitted in 

‘conformity with the princtples on which all the 
states in the union rest, and according to those prin- 
ciples on which the government has acted from the 
first. The report of the committee proposes her 
admission on grounds denying the best principles 
of free government, and in disregard of every usage 
of our own. The amendment will correct, ina 
small degree, the mischiefs that must result other- 
wise. It inhibits the further introduction of slaves 
to the new state. The proposition is narrow, if ad- 
mitted; but its rejection would be to set at nought 
the inherent rights of man in this widely spread 
region. The covenant of our fathers, made in the 
dark days of peril and calamity, which the Supreme 
Judge of the world was invoked to witness, will be 
obliterated, and the compromise of the constitu- 
tion, in its most delicate feature, will be given to the 
winds, 

It is contended that new states are to be admitted 


ay 


These words are not found inthe constitution. It may 
be well to enqurie how these words have gotten in- 
to acts of congress admitting states. We do not 
find them in those admitting Kentucky and Ver. 
mont. The phraseology used in these cases is, “en- 
tire new members.” 

In 1787, North Carolina ceded to the United 
States the territory which is now called the state 
of Tennessee. In the cession she stipulates, among 
other things, that the inhabitants of that territory 
should enjoy the benefits of the ordinance, save only 
that the congress should pass no law tending te 
.¢mancipate slaves. In this, I apprehend, it will 
hardly be contended, she was binding them by re- 
strictions, but that it will be allowed she intended 
to secure to them all the liberty their condition 
would permit. This recognition and ratification of 
the ordinance is proof of the estimation in which its 
principles were held; and Tennessee has been ad- 
mitted under its enfranchizing, or, as you will call 
them, restricting provisions, and has long appear- 
ed amongst us as an ornament to this body. On 
her admission are the words “onan equal footing 
with the original states” first used. She being the 
first state admitted under the articles of compact in 
the ordinance of ’87, the words were from thence 
transplanted, and, like texts from another book not 
| standing in their original relation to other words, 
their meaning has been misunderstood, ‘Turn to 
the ordinance and they are made plain. It there 
reads, the “new state shall be admitted when it shall 
have 60,000 free inhabitants therein, by its dele- 
gatesin the congress of the United States, on an 
equal footing with the original states in all respects 
whatever, and shall be at liberty to forma perma- 
nent constitution and state government; provided, 
the constitution and state government so to be form- 
ed shall be republican, and in conformity te the prin- 
ciples contained in these articles.’ ‘These are the 
conditions under which seven new states have been 
admitted into this union, save only the article re- 
specting slavery has been silent in the admission of 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama, and, by es- 
pecial reservation, it has not been required of Lou- 
isiana to forbid slavery. 

Can it be possible after this long settled construc- 
tion, it shall be seriously contended, that the con. 
gress, in the admission of Missouri, ¢an propose no 
check on the evil of slavery, and by parity of rea- 
soning, none or any portion of the country acquired 
under the title of Louisiana? We have seen Missis- 
sippi and Alabama brought into the confederation, 
under compact to permit slavery. Louisiana has 
been so admitted in the discretion ofeongress. On 
what grounds I know not, but Iambourd to believe 
from what was understood to have been uncon- 
trolable necessity. Ifso, it can avail Missouri noth- 
ing, as no such necessity exists in this case. The 
amendment has, I have to regret, but a limited ope- 
ration on slavery. It is not proposed tofree the 
slaves in Missouri, but to prevent their increase by 
emigration. This principle does nottouch at all 
the provisions of the treaty. The country is to be 
eventually incorporated into the union, it is admit- 
ted. We are all anxiousthe portionin question 
should. Thedispute is, shall she be admitted with- 
out securing to her the franchises of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, as far as her condition admits of its 
being done. Congress have power to prevent the 
migration of slaves, and tho’ lexicographers may 
not be uniform in their interpretation of the word 
in general acceptation, it means change of place— 
so it has been construed by the congress. An act 





into the union on the footing of original states. 





now exists prohibiting the migration of slaves te 
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Louisiana, in any manner, but as bona fide the pro- 
petty of persons actually going to settle within it. 
1 know it will be alleged that itis repealed. But 


{ have searched the statute book, and looked into | 


the constitution of Louisiana and can find no repeal 
of it. The section Iallude tois as follows: «It shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons to import, 
or bring into the said territory, from any port or 
place, without the limits ofthe United States, or 
cause or procure to be so imported, or brought, or 
knowingly to aid or assist in so importing or bring- 
ing, any slave or slaves; and every person so of- 
fending and being thereof convicted before any 
court, within said territory, having competent juris- 
diction, shall forfeit and pay for each and every 
slave, so imported, the sum of three hundred dol- 
lars; one moiety for the use of the U. States and the 
other moiety for the use of the person or persons 
who shall sue for the same, and every slave so 
brought, shall thereupon become entitled to and re- 
ceive his or her freedom. It shall not be lawful 
for any person or persons to import or bring into 
said territory, from any port or place within the 
limits of the United States, or to cause or to procure 
to be soimported or brought, or knowingly to aid 
or assist in so importing or bringing any slave or 
slaves which shall have been imported since the 
first day of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety eight, into any port or place within the li- 
mits of the United States, or which may be hereaf- 
ter so imported, from any port or place from with- 


‘outthe United States; and every person so offend- 


ing, and being thereof convicted before any court 
within said territory, having competent jurisdiction, 
shall forfeit and pay for each and every slave se im- 
ported, or brought, the sum of three hundred dol- 
lars; one moiety for the use of the U. States and the 
other moiety for the use of the person or persons 
who shall sue for the same. And no slave or slaves 
shail be introduced into said territory directly or indi- 
rectly, except by a citizen of the United States, remov- 
ing into said territory for actual settlement, and being, 
at the time of such removal, bona fide owner of such 
slave or slaves,andevery slave brought into the said 
territory, contrary to the provisions of this act, shall 
thereupon be entitled to and receive his or her 
freedom.” 

If this be the law, where is your wonder-working 
writ of habeas corpus? Are your judiciary asleep, 
and your law & dead letter? If I be mistaken, I hope 
to be corrected; but, it is enough for my purpose, to 
shew such a law has existed, and that the power of 
congress toregulate the migration of slaves, is not 
anew doctrine, nor now first proposed to be exer- 
cised. It proves incontestibly the motion I have 
now offered has not hitherto been deemedas con- 
flieting with the provisions of the treaty of cession. 
iam willing to consider Missouri as an inchoate 
state; no one will more gladly see her admitted in- 
totheunion. But I wish to see the page of her con- 
stitution irradiated with the fundamental principles 
of civil and religious liberty; to see her become a 
party to that covenant round which the patriots of 


.°76 pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sa- 


cred honor. The committee have attached the ad- 
mission of Missouri to the bill for admitting Maine, 
under the pretext of congeniality. How insufficient 
the pretence! what ludicrous incongruity do the 
two propositions present! You are not acting ona 
section of two or three lines; as to Maine, it is her 
constitution you are ratifying. "hat do you find 
on the front of it? “Art. Ist. section Ist. All men are 
born frce and equal, and are free to worship God 
in their own way.” Here isa substantial pledge 





to the good old faith. To her, wemay say—come, 
sister, take your place in our constellation: the lus- 
tre of your countenance will brighten the Ameri- 

can galaxy. But do not urge us to admit Missouri, 

under a pretence of congeniality—with the visage 

of a savage, deformed with the hideous cicatrices 

of barbaric pride, with her features marr’d, as if the 

finger of Lucifer had been drawn across them. 

Inallformer cases of admission, congress had gi- 
vena previous pledge as to- terms; but here, the 
question is without this influence. No pledge has 
beengiven. The act of 1812, the latest passed re~ 
specting the government of this territory, (by the 
way avery liberal one for a colony,) provides a bill 
efrights. I will recur toit: 

he people of the territory shall always be en- 
titled toa proportionate representation in the gent- 
ral assembly; to judicial preceeding according to 
the course of common law, and the laws and usages 
in force in said territory; to the benefit of the writ 
of habeas corpus. In all criminal cases, the trial 
shall be by jury, of goo¢l and lawful men of the vici- 
nage. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capi- 
tal offences, where the proof shall be evident, or 
the presumption great. All fines shall bc moderate, 
and no cruel or unusual punishment shall be in- 
flicted. No man shall be deprived of his life, liberty 
or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or 
the law of the land. If the public exigencies re- 
quire, for the common preservation, to take the 
property of any person, or to demand his particular 
services, full compensation shall be made for the 
same. No ex post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, shall be made. No law shall 
be made which shall lay any person under burden 
or disability, on account of his religious opinions, 
profession or mode of worship, in all which he shall 
be free to maintain his own, and not be burdened 
for those of another. Religion, morality and know- 
ledge being necessary to good government and the 
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of eda- 
cation shall be encouraged and provided for from 
the public lands of the United States, in said terri- 
tory, in such manner as congress may deem expe- 
dient.” , 

Here are some of the essential principles of civil 
and religious liberty, secured to the territory by 
statute. They are, as far as they go, the principles 
of the ordinance of 87, but they are merely statu- 
tory, and not compact; andif they be omitted in the 
constitution of the new state, they cease to have 
effect. It has hitherto been the unvarying policy, 
in admitting new states, to make these great fran- 
chises matter of unchangeable compact. 

The idea is somehow entertained, that a state, once 
establishing the just principles of civil liberty, may 
at pleasure withdraw the security on which she has 
placed them; and, of coursé, religious liberty also. 
If this be the fact, we are not so far removed from 
tyranny and oppression as I have hoped and believ- 
ed usto be. Can Vermont, New-Hampshire, Penn- 
sylvania or Ohio, authorise and establish slavery? 1 
hold the idea is without foundation. Such a power 
inthe constitutions of all these states, is held to be 
incompatible with the nature of legislative trust, 
and is excepted out of the powers of the govern- 
ment. I would gladly give Missouri the same fran- 
chises Pennsylvania enjays, whose humble repre- 
sentative I stand here, and whose rights, as a mem- 
ber of the federal union, I cannot abandon on any 
plea of conveniency to Missouri. I do not deny 
Pennsylvania has her slaves—but her laws have al. 
lowed no child, born since 1780, to be held as a 





slave. In pursuance of the declaration of indepen- 
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dence, she-has acted on the principle that all men 

are created equal; she has broken the rod of op- 

pression on the altar of justice, and the oppressor 
_has disappeared before her uncreating, word. 

Mr. President, if this amendment is to be rejected, 
it must be either on the ground of a want-of power 
to arrest the evil of slavery, through the operation 
of the constitution or the treaty, or from uncontrol- 
‘able necessity. I trust it will be found the consti- 
tution imposes its adoption; the treaty does not 
touch the case, and that there exists no necessity to 
extend slavery in any future admission of states. 
‘There is no ground on which slavery can be extend- 
edin Missouri, that will not apply to the whole re- 
gion west of the Mississippi. And here what an 
abyss for refiection opens! Shall we depart from 
those truths that lighted our fathers to indepen- 
dence and liberty?—and to what end? Surely not 
for any other but unavoidable necessity. That ne- 
cessity, Iam confident, will not be found to exist; 
and I therefore hope this fearful policy will not be 
pursued, of.extending, to endless generations, the 
evils of slavery over the widely spreading territory 
beyond the Mississippi. I promised you, sir, in the 
‘outset to avoid, if possible, a course of observations 
that might awaken feelings of heat, impatience and 
unkindness, without necessity. The proposition I 
advocate is founded too much in truth and reason, 
to admit the language of crimination and reproach 
in the discussion of it. As far as human frailty would 


. allow me, I hope I have kept my faith. Ona former 


day my friend from Virginia, (Mr. Barbour) seemed 
to incline to the opinion that men had degenerated 
since the formation of our constitution. -Prosperity 
is a trying season to virtue, but still I hope the vigor 
of our principles will be found unimpaired. In this, 
as in another jurisdiction, it may be wise to com- 
mence the contest with missiles. For the present, 
1 am disposed here to rest the subject. 

Mr. Exriort, of Georgia, followed against the re- 
striction—after an exordium as to his unskilfulness 
«sin parliamentary debate,” he said— 

«As it is essential to a correct and liberal discus- 
sion, that the point at issue be clearly understood 
and dispassionately examined, all irrelevant matter 
should be cautiously rejected, and the mind brought 
to the investigation with its powers unembarrassed. 
How much to be regretted, then, is the public ex- 
citement which has been produced in anticipation of 
this debate. It is, I fear, not well calculated to in- 
sure a decision of this question upon its merits. The 
veice of the people should be heard, and always 
heard with deep attention and due respect. But, 
when feelings are thereby excited which do not be- 
long to the subject under consideration, you are 
bound, by the strongest obligations of duty, to ex- 
clude them from these walls. Here the passions 
should be suffered to sleep, while to the unbiassed 
judgment and the enlightened conscience, are com- 


mitted the decisions which may be recorded in your | 


journals. 

“What, then, sir, is the question we are called 
upon te decide? Does it involve the liberty or sla- 
very of the black population of the United States? 
On this subject the constitution has wisely inter- 
dicted the interference of the general government. 
Does it seek a suspension of the law prohibiting the 
unhallowed trade to Africa, until the people of Mis- 
souri shall have accommodated themselves with 
slaves from that unfortunate country? No such sa- 
erifice of feeling or policy is asked at your hands; 
on the contrary the prayer of the people of Missouri, 
if granted, woutd not affect the Lderty of a single 
ffeeman. Neither of these subjects being before 


the senate, the arguments and feelings which grow 
out of them are alike foreign to the present discus- 
sion. But the people of Missouri do ask of you to 
fulfil your solemn engagements in their behalf, and 
to, admit them into the union “according to the 
principles of the federal constitution, to the enjoy- 
ment of all the rights, advantages and immunities of 
citizens of the United States.” The question then 
is, will you thus admit them?” 

[ He then took up the 3rd section of the 4th article 
of the constitution, saying “new states may be ad- 
mitted by congress into the union,” and the subse- 
quent section,in which it is declared “the United 
States shall guarantee to every state in this union a 
republican form of government.” He referred also 
to the 2d section of the 4th article, which says— 
“the citizens of each state shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of citizens of the several 
states,” and argued upon those points. He next 
went on to prove that “migration and importation” 
were net synonymous—that the first belonged to 
choice, the other was of necessity—that the latter 
referred only to slaves, as the duty that might be 
‘laid upon persons imported proved. That congress 
hud never interfered to prevent the transfer of 
slaves from one state to another. The treaty of 
cession was referred to—the peoplé were fo be in- 
corporated into the union according to the prinai- 
ples of the constitution. Under the constitution, 
generally, congress might refuse admission to a new 
state--but here was pledged to do it; and Missouri 
should be admitted without any restriction not im- 
| posed on the old states. He said that a part of the 
acquired territory had been admitted uncondition- 
ally, and on a footing with the original states. ] 

‘Jt is evident, then, (said Mr. Elliott) before the 
last session of congress, the general government 
|never believed itself possessed of any authority to 
interfere with involuntary servitude within the ter- 
ritory acquired by the treaty of the 30th April, 1803, 
And no competent authority I really believe, can be 
produced for such interference at this time. Sound 
policy, also, Mr. President, forbids the imposition 
of the contemplated restriction. Slavery was an 
evil found in this country at the formation of the 
present government; and it was tolerated because 
it could not be remedied. And how is it ever to 
be remedied? Surely not by circumscribing the 
slave population within narrow limits, and thereby 
rendering their numbers equal or superior to the 
free population of the states to which you would 
confine them.- This would be to ensure their per- 
petual servitude, or their extirpation by the sword. 
The color of this people must forever prevent their 
amalgamation into the common mass of the popu- 
lation by intermarriage, and their numbers, in such 
a state of society, would threaten an influence in a 
political point of view, which would always pre- 
vent their emancipation. As to the idea of their 
being removed from this country, and settled asa 
colony in some other, I fear it is too visionary for 
practical mento rely on. While we accord to the 
benevolent society formed for this purpose, the 
most pure and exalted motives, is it at all probable 
their means will ever be adequate to the end they 
havein view? But disperse this people, who would 
pe so formidable when confined to narrow limits; 
suffer them to spread over an extensive country, 
and they would be lost amidst the great body of 
ithe white population which would surround them 
onevery side. .In this situation, they might be gra- 
dually emanciPhted, without endangering the safety 
of state governments; and when emancipated they 





could be supported on hire, at voluntary servi- 








